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The Ruler Standing between Heaven and Earth: The
Concepts of Dao and De in the Zhuangzi and the Xunzi

Masayuki Sato*

Abstract

This article aims to demonstrate a possible philosophical connection
between the pre-Qin texts the Zhuangzi ¥~  and the Xunzi &)= by analyzing
the use of the compound term daode ({11 the Way and the Creative Power/
Virtue) and de f in the two texts. This article argues that the concept of daode
in the Zhuangzi is central to the way to become “the Sagely man ZH * )’ who is
below “the Heavenly man = *,” “the Miraculous man f§ * > and “the Perfect

man = *”

in the hierarchy of those who have attained the Way, and is the
only practically attainable goal for ordinary human beings; whereas the Xunzi
accepts the idea that the goal of each human being is to become the Sagely man
possessing daode. However, they differ in that in the Zhuangzi, the Sagely man
regards Heaven as his model, whereas in the Xunzi the Sagely man works for
the welfare of society. Moreover, the Xunzi suggests a concrete way to achieve
this goal is through the practice of /i % (rituals and social norms) and liyi "%
(propriety, righteousness and justice). Thus the concept of daode in the Zhuangzi,
which functions as a way for man to attain the realm of Heaven, played an

important conceptual role in establishing the doctrine of /iyi in the Xunzi.

Keywords: Zhuangzi =", Xunzi =", de &, daode {11, li ], liyi "7

* Masayuki Sato is an associate professor in the Department of Philosophy at National Taiwan

University.






