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Annotation to the Sutra of Buddha Telling of Human
Delusion, Love and Death and Rebirth:
The Germ of Shi Dao’an’s Ideas about
“Five Losses of Originals”
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An analysis of Shi Dao’an’s ideas about translation underlying his .Annotation to the Sutra
of Buddha Telling of Human Delusion, Love and Death and Rebirth reveals that these ideas
were closely related to his principle of the “five losses of originals” put forth after he
went to Chang’an. Such an analysis shows that his conception of the “five losses of
originals” was developed while he taught Buddhism in Hebei (north of the Yellow
River) and laid the foundation for his principles of sutra translation. It also indicates
that these “five losses of originals” are consequences that he had been pondering for
a long time and were not simply improvised by him when he directed the Buddha

translation center in Chang’an.
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