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Since the Internet and mobile devices have become ubiquitous in our society,
reading by using digital media is more and more popular. In order to bridge the
digital divide and to enhance rural users' information and reading skills, the
National Development Council, together with the National Library of Public
Information, has implemented initiatives such as the eReading @ your library
Program. To understand the eReading promotion strategies of rural libraries
participating in the program, this study took a qualitative approach by interviewing
librarians who were involved in implementing the eReading @ your library
program. 42 rural libraries were visited and over 50 librarians were interviewed.
Qualitative data was then analyzed. The results show that: (1)The eReading
promotion strategies of rural libraries were found mainly through self-promotion as
well as outside resources. Self-promotion strategies included oral promotion,
downloading e-books for readers in advance, local media promotion, and
mobile libraries; outside resources included working with the neighborhood
institutions, such as townships, local communities, elementary schools, Digital
Opportunity  Centers, local computer  associations, technical  training
centers, etc. (2) The limitations for rural libraries in eReading promotion included
shortages of human resources, funding, geographical locations, and the numbers of
wireless networks. (3) The more promotion strategies libraries have implemented, the
greater the results in eReading promotion. Based on the research findings, this study
proposes suggestions for future eReading promotion strategies for rural libraries in

Taiwan.
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