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Situated in the geographic hub of northern Taiwan, the city ofTamsuihad always attracted attention
from all over the world in the Age of Discovery in the seventeenth century. There were many countries
had occupied Tamsui at different times, they left a lots of cultural assets, tangible or intangible, in this
place. Many of those assets could prove the connection of Tamsui and the world. It 2003, the term
"The San Domingo and the historical buildings hereabout" and submitted by the Cultural Construction
Committee, currently known as the Ministry of Culture, as one of the “Potential" World Heritage
Sited in Taiwan, Indeed it qualified for the following three values required by the World Heritage
Convention: outstanding universal value, authenticity, integrity. This proves that the preservation of
cultural heritage in Taiwan coincides with the globe.

Understanding the local culture is the premise of internationalization, therefore, discovering the
aboriginal cultural assets in Tamsui is the first thing we need and must to do. If we can discoverthe
cultural assets of Plains aboriginals in Tamsui area, the history of Tamsui will be more complete and
more qualified the spirits of the World Heritage Convention. Further, once the regional history turns
to be a focus internationally, how to carry forward the “Tamsui Theory” as well as to integrate with
the world is a vital development for Tamsui in the future.
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