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A study on the differences of English teaching in

urban and rural elementary schools

Ya-Ching Chang
Hukou High School, Hsin-chu County

Abstract

The main purpose of this study are (1) to explore the differences of elementary school
English teaching in Hsinchu urban, rural and remote areas ; (2) to identify the problems of
elementary school English teaching in these areas and possible solutions to these problems.

The main findings of this study are as follows :

(a)There is a shortage of qualified elementary school English teachers in rural and remote
areas. (b)Compared with teachers in rural and remote areas, the urban teachers are found to
have more professional autonomy to select textbooks and teaching materials, to use the
teaching strategy of “total physical response” more frequently, to speak more English in
classroom teaching, to have more teaching resources, and to assign more homework to their
students. (c)Compared with teachers in rural and remote areas, the urban teachers are found to
practice more different kinds of teaching activities, to pay more attention to creating a
facilitating English learning environment in both classroom and schoolyard. (d)There are more
interactions between teachers and students in rural and remote elementary English classroom.
(e)All of the urban, rural and remote elementary school English teachers use positive
reinforcement to improve the qualities of learning, and all of them use flash cards, posters,
CDs, CD players and objects as teaching aids.(f)The problems of being short of qualified
English teachers and support from parents are very critical for rural elementary schools.
(g)Both rural and remote schools don’t have sufficient instructional media. (h) The urban
elementary school English teachers usually have difficulty with large class, and have a
heterogeneous student population in terms of students’ English learning capacity. (g)The rural
and remote areas English teachers don’t have much opportunity to pursue professional

development.

Keywords: elementary English teaching; rural and urban differences
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