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The City Taipei of Tsai Suh—fen’s Works
—— Taking “Taipei Station” as
an Example

Lin, Wei -Ting

Abstract

Tsai Suh—Fen secures her position as a local female writer in the literary
circle by the publication of her Children of the Saltpans, which describes the
history and interpersonal relationship in a local rural area. But six years later,
moving away from the memory of saltpans and rural areas, the focus of Tsai
Suh-Fen’s writing turns to Taipei, the city where she finishes her education
and makes a living.

The writing of Tsai Suh—Fen’s Taipei Main Station is based on her
personal experiences of living in Taipei. The novel demonstrates the everyday
living of all walks of life in Taipei, presenting her understandings of the city to
the readers through her eyes as a newcomer. The novel contains nine
independent short stories that collectively construct a picture of Taipei in Tsai
Suh-Fen’s eyes. This study will analyze Tsai Suh-Fen’s Taipei Main Station in
terms of time, space, and characters. First of all, this study will discuss the two
distinct spaces of “Taipei Main Station” and “apartment”, exploring the meaning
of “a pathway that separates as well as connects” and “a house to stay in or
dwell in.” Through the two spaces that accommodate Taipei residents and rural
immigrants, the novel pinpoints the separation and connection of two identities,
presenting the faces of newcomers who haste to discard their original identity at

their arrival in Taipei and search for a sense of belonging by buying an
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apartment or organizing a family in this city.

Next, this study will analyze the images of time and discuss Tsai Suh—Fen’s
perspectives on the tempo of urban life. After becoming Taipei citizens, the
characters in the novel carefully calculate about time and appear lonely and
indifferent due to the urban atmosphere of efficiency and mechanization. This
phenomenon reflects the dilemma of rural immigrants in Taipei: the aspiration to
stay along with the perplexity about how to stay. Finally, this study will discuss
the characterization and probe into the mentality of Taipei residents and
newcomers. Combined with the discussion about space and time, this part will
analyze how Tsai Suh—Fen deals with rural immigrants in big cities and its

implications.

Keywords: Tsai Suh-Fen, Taipei Main Station, City Writing, Urban and
Rural Life

Lin, Wei-Ting, NCKU Chinese Literature Master.
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