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Abstract

This study aimed to explore educational researchers’ philosophical, theoretical, and
practical perceptions of contemporary curriculum and instruction through the learning processes
of three graduate courses, “Research in Curriculum Theory” , “Research in Instructional
Theory” , and “Brain-based Learning and Instruction” , offered in two consecutive semesters
in Institute of Teaching Art, MingDao University. A qualitative research design was employed
in this study. Participants were 17 educational researches, i.e. teachers of elementary and
secondary schools who currently studied their master degree, enrolled in those three courses.
Data, collected from class observations, online discussions, students’ learning feedback and
self-evaluation, and other learning portfolios, was analyzed qualitatively associated with the
template analytic techniques and editing analyses.

The findings showed that they shared the same educational goal and philosophical
value and tended to identify themselves with the Pragmatism. However, their perceptions of
curriculum and instruction theories were not corresponded to their philosophical perceptions.

Actually, their theoretical perceptions came from their “as of now” personal teaching
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model, which was a signal model that focused on learning from practical teaching experiences.
Moreover, they also shared a common practical perception that was “teaching students in
accordance with their aptitude” . But under the circumstance of no connection between

“philosophical” and “theoretical and practical” perceptions, there would be no guarantee of
the accuracy, appropriateness, and effectiveness while implementing the choice of their practical
teaching strategies. Further, the instructional design of “non-face-to-face” online discussions
successfully helped these teachers to share their ideas freely, where more learning opportunities
were created boundlessly. Finally, reflections and recommendations were proposed for further

improvements of the course design.

Keywords : Curriculum and Instruction, Philosophical Perception, Theoretical perception,

Practical Perception, Educational Researcher
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