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Marital Satisfaction Scale(Schumm et al., 1986)
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A Comparative Study of Relationship Quality of Same-sex

Couples and Married Couples in Taiwan

Wen-Yi Shieh! Ying-Ling Hsiao® Hsiu-Yun Tseng®

Abstract

The present study aims to (1) explore how the quality of a relationship is influenced by tra-
ditional family values and the pursuit of couple relationship per se among couples of different
sexual orientations, and (2)whether there is a difference in the quality of relationship between
same-sex couples and married couples. Purposeful sampling was applied. The participants
ranged from 20 to 45 years old, and comparative analysis was based on responses from 90
same-sex partners and 128 married partners. Content analysis from open questions indicated
that both same-sex and married couples emphasized mutual affection as the foundation of their
relationship. For both groups, shared values, productive relational behaviors (e.g., more com-
munication, more tolerance, less fight) and love between partners (especially trust) are important
elements for a satisfying relationship. The quality of the relation is not influenced by sexual
orientation. In terms of parental and family dynamics, cultivating resilience in the couple rela-
tionship is critical. MANOVA analysis of the questionnaires showed that same-sex couples scored
higher for positive and negative relationship qualities than for married couples. Both same-sex
and married couples scored similarly for feelings of happiness and relationship satisfaction. In
the frequency of couple interaction, leshian couples scored higher compared to married females.
In terms of relationship maintenance, due to the lack of social support for same-sex couples, their
relationship is significantly more unstable than for married couples. In the context of offspring,
most of the same-sex couples and married couples without children operate in similar ways in
their relationships.
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