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Construction and Deconstruction of “Culture
Prospect” and “Cultural Nationalism” in Text-
books of Japanese Culture

Wey Shih-Ping
Mingdao University Department of Applied Japanese Professor

Abstract

If “culture prospect” is the main element consisted in both culture textbooks and “cultural na-
tionalism”, whatever personal preference would be, the so-called “cultural nationalism” by politi-
cal scholars would not only faintly dominate the fundamental structure of culture textbooks but
also appear vividly in lines of the culture textbooks.

Since “culture prospect” is regarded as the key unit that frames the content of culture text-
books, then collecting “culture prospect” to portray the culture aspect would be the responsibility
to the writers and editors who do all the compilation; and clarifying the entanglement between
“culture prospect” and “cultural nationalism” would be the duty of instructors who lecture in cul-
ture course.

However, instructors tend to directly present what is shown in the textbooks instead of explic-
itly defining the distinction and correlation in culture courses. Therefore, how to compile culture
textbooks in terms of “culture prospect” to illustrate “cultural nationalism”, and how to analyze the
connection between “culture prospect” and “cultural nationalism” are the absolute responsibility to
the textbook compilers.

This study is to be conducted in the following process and reaches its study purpose in the
following steps: 1. Integrating theories to define “culture prospect” and “cultural nationalism”. 2.
Analyzing Japanese images created in terms of “culture prospect” in culture textbooks. 3. Explor-
ing the strategies conducted in culture textbooks that convey “cultural nationalism” with “culture
prospect”. 4. Comparing and giving critiques to both culture and foreign language educations in

terms of culture prospect and cultural nationalism presented in culture textbook.

Key words: Japanese culture education, Japanese culture textbooks, culture prospect, cultural

nationalism.
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