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Abstract

Feng-shui is closely related to various natural environments and landscapes;
Yong-sheng Cao (2005) indicated that other than emphasizing on beatification of
gardens during the ancient times of Chinese, the Feng-shui of a garden was also
valued, and it was believed that the arrangement and combination of the garden
architecture, flowers & plants and artificial landscapes must conform to the demands
of Feng-shui. This article probes the application of plants and Feng-shui, including the
Five Elements, the position of the Trigrams, the theory of attracting auspiciousness
and expelling bad lucks, which is complemented with review of literatures, experts’
interviews to understand the various Feng-shui positioning approaches of plants
and houses. The outcome of the research indicated that Pine trees(Pinaceae) are
suitable to be planted on the East outside of the house; Ginkgo trees(Ginkgo biloba)
are suitable to be planted on the West; Cherry Blossoms(Prunus) on the South, and
Buddhist Pines(Podocarpus macrophyllus) on the North. Zanzibar Gems(Zamioculcas
zamiifolia) are suitable for hallway inside a house, Moth Orchid(Phalaenopsis) for
living room, Mint(Mentha) for study room, yellow Carnations(Dianthus caryophyllus)
for dining room, Lavenders(Lavandula) for kitchen, Rosemary(Rosmarinus
officinalis) for bathroom, and Narcissus(Narcissus tazetta var. chinensis) for passages.
The outcomes are organized to establish a set of Feng-shui positioning rules for plants
both inside and outside of the house, so as to offer reference for the architecture,
landscape and gardening fields.

Keywords: Feng-shui, Five Elements, Eight Trigrams, Plant Positioning, Space
Design
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