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The Discourse about Japanese Subject

Mikihiko Ito

National Yunlin University of Science and Technology

Abstract

Japanese is subject positivistic (Hashimoto argument) or subject negativistic (Mikami argu-
ment) of subject-predicate relationship formed by the subjects and predicates? The subjects are
nouns attached to 77, /N, &, ¥ 7, and * L. The nouns attached to ~\ is called the topic,
while those attached to 7/ are nominative. The former is the first and the latter is the second sub-
ject, so that the meaning of a sentence becomes clear. Why? Because the topic is the center of an
article, while the nominative subject is only a partial decoration in the whole page. As the topic is
dressing an entire article, it dominates and coherent hundreds of sentences. If we take an article of
hundreds of sentences with the topic of “tomatoes”, the first sentence starts like this: “The tomato
is a fruit of which the color is red, the shape is round, and the water content is rich. And the toma-
to...”In the context, “the color” explains “red”, “the shape” explains “round” and “the water con-
tent” simply explains “rich”, however, the whole article is about “the tomato” since it dominates
and coherent the full text of hundreds of sentences. The author does not deny the existence of the
subjects with a neutral attitude closer to the subject negativism (where “nominative” is a better

way than “subjective” to describe it).
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