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Collaborative Action Research on
Pedagogical Practices in Early Childhood
Aesthetic Curtriculum

Yu-Ting Chen

Using collaborative action research, this study investigated the pedagogical prac-
tices in early childhood aesthetic curriculum of pre-service childcare workers.
The author worked with three pre-service childcare workers as they applied vis-
ual arts, music, and drama into aesthetic curriculum in a mixed-age preschool
class. Data was collected through such methods as classroom observation,
worksheets, teachers’ reflection notes, teacher feedback, etc. Findings are shown
as follows. (1) The aesthetic pedagogical practices employed included providing
an aesthetic environment in accordance with the thematic curriculum and en-
couraging children to explore it, supplying a variety of arts materials as children
were guided to perform and create art, and raising aesthetic questions and en-
couraging children to respond to and appreciate arts. (2) The pre-service child-
care workers had to solve issues related to guiding children to respond and ap-
preciate. They improved the situation using discussions with and suggestions by
the research team. (3) The pre-service childcare workers’ aesthetic teaching skills
developed professionally. This was especially true in terms of aesthetic curricu-
lum design and teaching practice. Recommendations for aesthetic curricula and
instruction for children, teacher education programs in early childhood educa-
tion and care, and future research are discussed. It is expected that this research
will be helpful to personnel in eatly childhood education and care.
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