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Including a Sketch of Sixteen Years’ Residence in the Interior of Africa, and a Journey from The
Cape of Good Hope to Loanda on the West Coast; Thence Across the Continent, Down the River
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three small wax images of saints in his rooms. One of these was St. Anthony, who, had he

endured the privations he did in his cell in looking after these lost sheep, would have lived to
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38 David Livingstone, “Chief’s mode of dressing his Hair”, Missionary Travels and Researches in
South Africa, p. 393. FI¥ Y[ © ‘he was a young man, with his woolly hair elaborated dressed:
that behind was made up into a cone, about eight inches in diameter at the base, carefully
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In our relations with this people we were simply strangers exercising no
authority or control whatever. Our influence depended entirely on persuasion;
and having taught them by kind conversation as well as by public instruction, I
expected them to do what their own sense of right and wrong dictated. We never
wished them to do right merely because it would be pleasing to us, nor thought
ourselves to blame when they did wrong.40
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39 David Livingstone, “Insubordination Suppressed,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South
Africa, p. 375.

40 David Livingstone, “Relations with the People,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South
Africa, p. 21.
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44 David Livingstone, “Town of Ma-Sekeletu,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Afiica,
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45 David Livingstone, “Theft,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa, pp. 331-332.
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46 David Livingstone, “Interview with Katema,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South
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South Africa, p. 368.
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They had been accustomed to get a slave or two from every slave-trader who
passed them, and now that we disputed the right, they viewed the infringement
on what they considered lawfully due with most virtuous indignation.
(R AR R & B a2 sl B L0 F > md o KM EHm
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The reason why the people have imbibed the idea so strongly that they have a
right to demand payment for leave to pass through the country is probably this.
They have seen no traders except those either engaged inpurchasing slaves, or
who have slaves in their employment. These slave-traders have always been very

much at the mercy of the chiefs through whose country they have passed.49
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49 David Livingstone, “Way in which it was averted,” “Continued Demands,” Missionary Travels
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Researches in South Africa, p. 218. ¥ [[I1ffi #] Sir G. Wilkinson &5 " ﬁ[ % » | (Ancient
Egyptians ) Elqu%ﬁ[ it CRL— A RS e (e ﬁﬁq‘%ﬂ') > FPFZEY Makololo = Makalaka ffiY gL
g

54 David Livingstone, “Soldier-guide,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa, p. 405.
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57 David Livingstone, “They Visit Ships of War,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South
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59 Andre Lefevere, Translation, Rewriting and the Manipulation of Literary Fame, p. 26.

60 David Livingstone, “No Claim to Literary Accomplishments,” Missionary Travels and
Researches in South Africa, p. 8. 'RU¥ Y[ : ‘I think I would rather cross the African continent
again than undertake to write another book. It is far easier to travel than to write about it.”

61 David Livingstone, “Discovery of Lake Ngami,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South
Africa, p. 76, 79.
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At Nchokotsa we came upon the first of a great number of salt-pans, covered
with an efflorescence of lime, probably the nitrate. A thick belt of mopane-
trees (a ‘Bauhinia’) hides this salt-pan, which is twenty miles in circumference,
entirely from the view of a person coming from the southeast; and, at the time
the pan burst upon our view, the setting sun was casting a beautiful blue haze
over the white incrustations, making the whole look exactly like a lake . . . The
mirage on these salinas was marvelous. It is never, I believe, seen in perfection,
except over such saline incrustations. Here not a particle of imagination was
necessary for realizing the exact picture of large collections of water; the waves
danced along above, and the shadows of the trees were vividly reflected beneath
the surface in such an admirable manner, that the loose cattle, whose thirst had
not been slaked sufficiently by the very brackish water of Nchokotsa, with the
horses, dogs, and even the Hottentots ran off toward the deceitful pools. A herd
of zebras in the mirage looked so exactly like elephants that Oswell began to
saddle a horse in order to hunt them. **
(——i;)\?‘ﬂ'f%ﬁé BARARMRRGAZRKEEANGD L R DR E
FRMABBGRILER o — ¥R RBOTLEMESRFRL - HREH
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62 David Livingstone, “Beautiful Islands,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa, p.
232.

63 David Livingstone, “The Mirage,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa, pp.
72-73.
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greatest Proof of Shinte’s Friendship,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa, p.
325.

67 David Livingstone, “Guides prepaid,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Afiica, p.
383.
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Parents & Sisters,” 1841 .9.29) [ “I am never pleased with the progress I make, the natives
do jumble their words so together & then they are so stupid at understanding if there is any
blunder in my sentences. But I hope soon to overcome. I shall after returning live entirely
amongst them & speak not a word of English, I must conquer. Yesterday a man came to carry

medicine for his wife whom I had just been to see. I gave him instructions to let her have it
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69 David Livingstone, “The City of St. Paul de Loanda,” Missionary Travels and Researches in
South Africa, p. 426.

70 David Livingstone, “Tala Mungongo,” Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa, p.
407.
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Africa, p. 375.
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Reception and Dissemination of David Livingstone’s
Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa
in Late-Qing Cultural Circles

Guan Kean-Fung*

Abstract

This study tracks the reception and dissemination during the late Qing
of the Scottish missionary David Livingstone’s writing Missionary Travels
and Researches in South Africa, a work seldom studied by scholars at the
time. Although the work of missionaries such as William Milne, Walter Henry
Medhurst, Robert Morrison, Charles Gutzlaff, James Legge, E. C. Bridgman,
Young J. Allen, John Fryer, and Timothy Richard had received some attention
in scholarly circles, David Livingstone, who had originally intended to go on
mission to China after reading Karl Friedrich August Gutzlaff’s Appeal of China,
was ignored. Having instead travelled to Africa due to the outbreak of the Opium
War, David Livingstone revealed inland Africa to a Western world unacquainted
with the region, attracting attention from various quarters. His book Missionary
Travels and Researches in South Africa entered late-Qing cultural circles via
its translations Heiman fengtu ji Fe + Fﬁ,?[ and Taixi fengtu ji ¢ 18 + F?t‘.
Based on neglected historical sources and literary materials, this paper explores
the linguistic context, ideology, poetic structure, and reflected meanings of these

translations, in order to reconstruct the reception and dissemination of David

* Guan Kean-Fung is an associate professor in Department of Chinese Literature at National Tsing

Hua University, Hsinchu.
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Livingstone’s writing in Chinese cultural circles around the turn of the 20th
century.

Keywords: David Livingstone, Africa, exploration, late Qing, translation



