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Eros and Buddhism inthe Late Ming: A Preliminary
Look at Jing ping mei

Chao-heng Liao ™
Abstract

Conceptsof ging  are one of the most distinctive aspects of the culture of
the late Ming and are not only key to understanding the thought and art of the time
but can aso provide important insights to modern culture. Commonly taken as a
microcosm of late Ming society, the novel Jing ping mei has long attracted the
attention of researchersinterested in theliterature, history, and religion of the period.
By contrast, the widespread popularity of Buddhism during the late Ming, while
being an extremely important cultural phenomenon of the time, has commonly been
overlooked. Likewise, sectionsinJing ping mei dealing with Buddhism and Taoism
have historically not been given much attention by scholars, although in recent
years, they have begun to examine the relationship between Jing ping mei and the
culture of the time from the perspective of religion. In this paper, we use Jing ping
mei to try to show that Buddhist thought had its influence on erotic discourse of the
late Ming and discuss the role and function of Buddhism concepts (over and beyond
karma) in the literary thought of the time. At the same time, we begin to look at
interplay between theindividual and the culture of eros in the hopes of offering a
different perspective for reading fiction of the late Ming that combines both the
religious and the erotic.

Keywords: Jing ping mei, Buddhism, eroticism, Tu Lung, Zhang Zupo
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