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The Community Relationship during the Chin, Southern
and Northern Dynasties

Tseng-kuel Liu
Abstract

After the Han Dynasty, the social world of scholars can be divided into four
levels: family, district, province and world (although for the purposes of this essay,
district and province are lumped together as “community” (hsiang-1i ), thus
making for three levelsinstead of four). In addition to the family, “staying at
community” and “taking office” weretwo important aspects of ascholar’ slife. The
community, being the ancestral home and positioned between the family and the
world, involved both the public and private areas and reflects core features of ancient
society.

The community relationship during the Chin, Southern and Northern dynasties
isvery complicated. On the one hand the concept of regiona identity, formed since
the Han Dynasty, had not been destroyed by wars but instead was strengthened, as
evidenced by the enormous amount of geographic works that were produced. On
the other hand, being refugees of wars, scholars therefore treated their new
hometowns astheir old ones, thus forming the dual regional concept of birthplace
and place of immigration. This essay analyzes the community concept of that time
and points out that the aggregation of local traditions and geographical, personal,

Keywords: Chin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, community relationship, re-
gional identity, seniority and ranking
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and culturd identification are flip sides of the community relationship. This essay
also focuses on how the community network worked in relation to the integration of
military force, the system of recruitment and assessment, the exchange of assistance
between government officials, and the political-military operations, and the coop-
eration and conflicts arising from public and private relations (e.g. recruitments
and political disputes).

From the above, the community relationship is seen as being a significant phe-
nomenon both in the politics and society of the Chin, Southern and Northern
Dynasties. It wasin fact essentially an extension of family relationships reflecting
the concept of seniority in the “five human relationships’ of Confucianism. The
seniority and ranking in the same community were recognized similar to those in
families. This extension of private relationships into the public realm ended up
causing many complications and seriously influencing the course of history for many
crucia events.





