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Huren and Hanren: Stories of Strangers Who
Bought Hidden Treasures and the Transition of
Han Chinese Consciousness

Seo Tatsuhiko™

Abstract

The purpose of this presentation is to analyze the transformation and the
socia background of a group of folktales in which a foreigner visits a city or
village to find and buy an unknown treasure. This type of folktale became
widespread in Chinafrom the fourth and fifth centuriesto the twentieth century.
In this paper, | will interpret the hidden meaning and the historical background
of the folktale. The folktale had a mythological and cosmological structure and
functioned as on intermediary between the gods and human beings. However,
the folktale began to secularize and the meaning of the story changed after the
ninth and tenth centuries in accordance with international and domestic social
changes. | will analyze the process and factors of the change in function and
structure of the folktale.

Keywords: the story of a stranger who bought a hidden treasure, world
recognition, Han Chinese consciousness, stranger, foreigner

* Seo Tatsuhiko is a professor in the Faculty of Letters at Chuo University, Japan.





