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Docile or Determined?—Female Images in the
Zhonghua Book Company’s
Sherlock Holmes Stories

Yi-ting Lin

British author Arthur Conan Doyle created a total of fifty-six short stories and four
novels, featuring the detective Sherlock Holmes, during the period 1886-1927. After
being translated into Chinese at the turn of the 20th century, during the late Qing and
early Republic period, Doyle’s detective stories became very popular with Chinese
readers. In 1916, Zhonghua Book Company published the Sherlock Holmes Detective
Series; it was one of the earliest collections of translated Sherlock Holmes stories in
China. This seties was the collaborative effort of ten translators, most of whom were
categorized as “yuan yang hu die pai” writers except for Liou Ban-Nong, who was mainly
thought of as a reformist. In these stories there were quite a few female characters
including landladies, maids, clients, and even villains. They tended to either be very
beautiful or have strong personalities--or both. But due to the Chinese aesthetic
standards and expectations at that time about how a proper woman should behave, the
female images conveyed by the translators were quite different from those originally
created by the author. This essay looks closely at the heroines in seven Sherlock Holmes
stories--who include clients, witnesses, and even murderers--and tries to determine
whether the translators were affected by the traditional Chinese values and stereotypes

regarding women, and if so then how they were affected.
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FEENEE N dREE  HAREVERAE - B/ NS PeRey—(E AR (FLE G
1996) -

AEN TR E R E LA TEEE - LLEEEEY
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BARTEZFHHHEM BN > FF-REEERELE - R FERFELGE
CorEd) Fstiehs - R Ea -
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& O BIFETRCCEEE - /N5 DS EERT RE B - Al
A PEIALZEIR T B D2 REART —RERNGR -
BT &R ZFEE T - BRIERRPERR > FARERNK " &
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B\~ SURSIT T

B 5 AR SCE R Y S — i 20t A 62 5 A B T T (Mary
Morstan) > #{E (FHEE ) UZFEANS T EXES  HATGHEZE .
FRAERS > MR A R B A B ARV T - NI AR HAd S h A Ha 28
T > REIE AT PAEEECA R I E — A e B 5 = UA T2 -

RS - RBFREARIT - BEESMIEA LIRE T &
S5 — TR E H ve 1 R B S BE AR SR AT > (R B A I
& | “Her face had neither regularity of feature nor beauty of complexion...”
(Doyle, 2003, p. 131) » M FIFRAEIAVEIEE " LHOMEED A, (B
fRs% > 1916 > H 12) > B RS > AERMERKREA - ZAMER
fitEeE s > BEZRLAERE TR - HEITREE BERAZLT - fI
JFEE SRR BT Ry —FFESHY 25220 T “a blonde young lady” (Doyle, 2003,
p- 131) - BEEGHVERSC Ry T R EREE S 2% - & 2 SERAAEH =
B, (BREE - 19160 H11) o SFER TR T BUEER THY
EiEEaE 2, o L TERBEEEE 0 T B eSS -
SCYTIE R JEE S0 B A A 26 ] SR ST A 1 g B AR AR (S AR -
H TS AUE: ¢ “her sensitive face was composed, but pale” (Doyle, 2003,
p. 137) > BT/ M #E R S A EE N - TIREMRFFEE » M2
RIVEESCR " LA MEa2aRE ) (B RS 9160 H
20) > HIGEHRCEANVEOENR - &% - & TEE G T R Rl
RIS/ ME TSR - (RR TS SHEE © “T think she is one of
the most charming young ladies I ever met, and might have been most useful in
such work as we have been doing.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 235) > fR#5 F T3 > IR
[y “charming” WIRFEINRAVERELLA - TRl (E IR A ZE > AL
FREESCE T IR ENRE - IRBEINEREA o (EEEIMENIE

AT > AERE T sEAEETT MR EEmEE Y - (HEEC
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FEEE - (BB - mHRRVES A Z R EL - EESCAERERE
R - H R AR HUREATE A AT AR - BlFEATP R 2
RCBHEARY A o BIANFE R ITTESS — R S R By e 5 A A > Sk
ik TEETERERE - iR KRR EE . (FPRE
1916 - H 1) HYRCIL » 1B B JFSCFTfie © 8 > [R5 © “her large
blue eyes were singulatly spiritual and sympathetic” (Doyle, 2003, p. 131) > £
FREAGEE "REE 2 H o BAANETHRTE - LS AU, (21
FAREE - 1916 > H 11) - DLEW R B2 0 fH /N H BA 45 Rl R 48 AT kY
FIILT o MAE= AFIEBIR(E B E B R > BITEEHAT R
EUEES  FE AV IR ¢ “Miss Morstan’s demeanor was as resolute and
collected as ever.” (Doyle, 2003, pp. 139-140) » SEXAIE [ BG4 Aasrf » 1
BEARR . (BPEEE 19160 H23) > BEAFSSESHEK - £
[F]—Ee% » A4 (A BTl NMEE A AR P & TRV EERE - BB S iy
B TEERS 0 HE CKIMBEBNEHREE) - EREsismEE =0y - FE4
BANEREBREBER ARG IRSEEE » FOCH N T -

I endeavored to cheer and amuse her by reminiscences of my
adventures in Afghanistan; but, to tell the truth, I was myself so excited
at our situation and so curious as to our destination that my stories were
slightly involved. To this day she declares that I told her one moving
anecdote as to how a musket looked into my tent at the dead of night,

and how I fired a double-barrelled tiger cub at it. (Doyle, 2003, p. 140)
SEANE
A2 BAKGIP ARG R'eEF 22 P 5P FR -

AR N E - FE B 2 W FH R B BR

WABE o A AR A BN o (RIXREE 19160 F 23)
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eSS BEAE R SEE AR » ST BRI NE R BRI L E TR -
TEZ BRI BT M EFEA KR » ZAEEEE N HVH[EER
B2 FEW - (BEIEY) HER/NE - RE B S 0 SEEFE
R IICEE A= AR — (L A RITACK B i - 2B 20 AP EE A R
IRINERVREEE B EIEEA R ARSAEAK « FOCAEE A AOR K FERY
il ““Why,” said my wife, pulling up her veil, ‘it is Kate Whitney.”” (Doyle,
2003, p. 351) > MEESCERMF © T EFERE > RAGHE @ AIIEETH -
TERPESUAR 7 o o (BR/NEE ~ ZREEEEE 0 191620 H 108) T KEE B
TREE ) BSRTEAERKIVETIRE
S—{EE BN TR (RCE) TR 547 (Alice
Turner) > (RACE) KRB FEREZR/NE - EEWA - HEE0 - 1HEE
HIF5HE 7T B R iR B 9145 (James McCarthy) BB ECH » it 2D
AR EEMHTE AN - RELEEFF RS R A PR R R BT R KR B 1 -
TRRE SN HTHE E ST L AT TP B K - B0 & B — AT NS Bt
FRBEHT F A Iy » B E N AE I ARV - Al RSB R EE
HIER T RAEERAN ~ B EE AT DUTEE SRR

“Oh, Mr. Sherlock Holmes!” she cried, glancing from one to the other
of us, and finally, with a woman’s quick intuition, fastening upon my

companion, “I am so glad that you have come...” (Doyle, 2003, p. 315)

MILERECE © T BERE AR ERIRIGI—FG - BIMELH © %
ST tRE BT B2 > BIRE-0 0 (BRU/NEE - FHEERE > 1916c0 H
75) fEREH o ETEIREHRTE SAE AT T
TGRS S SEATEN S EARER: - E2WAND ~ SR EN: -
e i o R A SRR R A JE - 33 R DB TR e
BRI o BIAE 18 T R AR AT AR T RE R SRS - MERES 4N

Sk LG Alice b THRE PRI EEARES LG H B R
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ZI[Bl5HANE T 2R A TRAYVESR IR - JROCHYREHDRE © ““There, now!”
she cried, throwing back her head and looking defiantly at Lestrade. “You hear!
He gives me hopes.”” (Doyle, 2003, p. 315) » [LERAVEESC R T 2Bl 53 B DA
WSHHTH © Tk MAEREZHEM - 5 o (BU/NE - FHES
1916c > H 76) - HEREFRIAMGRESWN A S ERR « SRR EM: - HE
fi o AIVE AT B OB HYIRER - EE5ER - HRE BRI (& 5
A EHER AT Ot e B B~ AL TR Z TR B X
it E A b DA — (8 R S R R ST 5 © “But you have read the
evidence. You have formed some conclusion? Do you not see some loophole,
some flaw? Do you not yourself think that he is innocent?” (Doyle, 2003, p.
315) » EAERESC  EFE DL T ARIE SIS S, (BRI
FHREEE 0 1916c 0 H75) —HJEET A o SR P DU B0 (5 1 R
WTREVEAE H CIE 18 » AI99 T IFSC P EE M VRIS - REFETHR G
S o
SAN - SR IEERREIE - (T e AR B B BT
IEARS - B - EeREBHGE (iR B R R B G ks Sa i
TR S (BR/NEE  REERE > 1916c 0 H 76) FHBRGHEL > B
FOCT AT AENE © HRNFEEBIGIEAT - §A B RIS FED
A RS MR ERNE S CEVNEIUSHEEAR - sl E it
W MREAEIR S HYEEZ ¢ “A quick blush passed over her fresh young
face.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 316) > MfERE LS - MGREAIE " Z&MiHE - &S
HERAAC ) (BU/NGE - ZHEAEE > 1916c > H76)  MTE e
HERERIIG SRR R - S R AR - T s E A (UM
FHE AR 1916c 0 HT77) 0 FEFESP > MHEAESEE ¢ “She hurried
from the room as impulsively as she had entered.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 317) » FitH
HIRZ TR DIRESE L - R R BRI RAAHE - 2R
E o REEUN SUE SRR > BT R E R AR - BT
AHEATT > ARHCHIFLEME TR E CHVEL - AR
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e - (BAEERGEEHVENS T » fRRE RV Ri L U2 — (I R R Y R
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(EEIZAN) BIE/NEREE - EPANREE At —
H H H AT (Mrs Barclay) MITERE #& (Miss Morrison) » JFOZ 1 HIP A H A
R N R EREN LT B FAf At AR SR » 15 7 s F S8
HEHEH A « BB/ INME - JFRSCEMATAE S B E PR R © “Miss
Mortison is a little ethereal slip of a gifl, with timid eyes and blond hair, but I
found her by no means wanting in shrewdness and common-sense.” (Doyle,
2003, p. 654) » MELAAYEEER " BREBEEER - BESH > ZET
. (FB/INESEE 19160 H92) - AIAEHEEEZ ERIMRAVRIT - 1T
HUE T 1R-F A EREAAE DB E SR E - EREAEE B AY
Z— » R R i AB a0 i S s 2 38 2 e Y ZE B BB 1 1T TR S
it FEFARY [ R ¢ “She sat thinking for some time after 1 had spoken, and
then, turning to me with a brisk air of resolution, she broke into a remarkable
statement...” (Doyle, 2003, p. 654) ° [fiLAJAYEESCHIE MRS > SHEE
o BRERR 0 TIRAHH - o (RR/NEEE - 19160 H92) o LREZ
WA EL TR E R ) B AR R F OO - g S METE &2
IS TR L Mg B B E BN R P E
"BGE  RHIFTHE ) A -

EFRE R EZES - T BERAMARE - PUTREIXF -
—FERETE R T 2T S R M ROIR - B S — (AR SRy A o KRR
EEMEE (rene Adler) - EfMEE R (F52) PHTEAE - HERH
BE R PEoR ] R E A P SR B EE T R T R 2 B T AR &
5% DIk iR R A aVAREE » BHEEA - T E R LAY
T EEPEEME 28R [fA)2 ¢ “T made the acquaintance
of the well-known adventuress, Irene Adler.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 246) > 327 HI%
g TS EEETET - HEIE Bl — B R EEMEE (BN -
PHEES 1916b > HS)  BEEERHEMYAE V) H AR
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And she will do it. I know that she will do it. You do not know her,
but she has a soul of steel. She has the face of the most beautiful of
women, and the mind of the most resolute of men. (Doyle, 2003, pp.

247-248)

EBEREGE T ElE o A RHE

VSRS EERESENFrAAthrSReR 8= &
FHABH B G BT T o B GRXE) PRI - SR
BAESESCTHORIEANSY » BROIZGR - fEH T —(ERS% - 1RHEERT IR T —
FEANBIRROURE  fEEMMEEE RS EESEE) - 5 AT R
REUIEES - T BRI Ry - 2 S UE— R IRALZ P EEEZ 5 - Rt
HEE MR TRE - BIRBRZRRA R ER - R - #R
G —EREL - (A EASH IR REMI 2R E - TR
Z0 o A AR TR EEE R EIRE o [HEEEE RGO
b TOFACERTE , (BR/NER - FEERE - 1916b 0 H 18) o FHEE
AR TR TV 20 MEERESH e TR - #
SGR TR RAENZBIEHR S > ARESR > BERE L ) (BN
FHEEE - 1916b > H 18) - [FAZEAVREE IR 2 ARG
TR o SRR - Bl EHIGREEMIVES > FRNRTEIENAS
TrPER devel) A[E] - AT EEREEN LS - ifUtEHE BT [EEZ
“‘From what I have seen of the lady she seems indeed to be on a very different
level to your Majesty,” said Holmes coldly.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 262) & i EEHT
FEBH T “level” —5  (EIFHVILAE Sy HUAL - TS0 R B LAY
HEmAEEARE - HEHEEA HRAER T - tal BTy i
s H OIS TT - REEFEIER - 284548 o 1R EERT 2K E 1
& VR ORARMA - EEEEMER TSR o A T SGEE AL
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HHEY SRR SRR T — 1 -

'R Efm—R B AR ERPREEREE - (EEINEHATER
JEE ST O AR T — R B R ERAT 1R iR iR E R RE - EWPS
TRERER T —HREE AR E BB TRA RIS AR 1 EE i Ay
Bedy - AR ERGS R 2% FIRESMH e EECANE " Hr
BR H LA S8 —HMOHI 7727 5 (BN ~ ZREEE > 1916b > H 15) = 2
% > R ET A e o MR MR T RERAIR R SRR T T BB R
bk P e A ERET{C B PRE ¢ “Her banker or her lawyer. There is that double
possibility.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 255) » {HEE X EIEY " 5 1F B F &N A2
FINATIRL (PR ~ ZREEEE > 1916b > H17) » [REHREMEZL
RITHEIEAE S B BT ARGE R 5 BRIt 241 - LF1EFEZE R AR
I ESRATHRES A 0T B AR RIE B B EUS B)  (E1ERESC
o B LR FSEARE RS UEE - WiET R EE
TEZEEE - Namse e (EE WEE NI R R R - SEH TR B U
PR T AR AVEEENME (agency) o AIIEAF—$2AVE > £ (M ZE) F
TR SCHIEEMNER A - SIS RSB - [ R MERIREE)
M FCCEEESCEIRAR

McCarthy, who appears to have had little of his own, and to have been
under such obligations to Turner, should still talk of marrying his son
to Turner’s daughter, who is, presumably, heiress to the estate, and
that in such a very cocksure manner, as if it were merely a case of a

proposal and all else would follow? (Doyle, 2003, p. 320)

ABEPERLI AP A ERFNST 2 2 LIFH o A
TG LR TR FHE - F R AL BRCL LR
Hoo (Bel e~ 24838 1916c > T 80)
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if% > EACER— KRS B ZLEE > it St LUE S
e AR FEIRVE S - B E R B AT S OO R R
fRAHTE SIS HIE - eSS FERAIEISCRIEARE > HE
Rt A RGBSR S - e G ER R E T RE © TEE—F
TEAFRRERAM - HEZPUE - SFZEMER - 5 (BNR - 2EE
a0 1916b > H 22) - PEAREEEFTI > FOOIGHE - EHEEE R (ELL
FRH > MFEERENTZ a0 T —4sk ¢ " B LB AN EGE A E 0 Bl
RAVE—E ) (BN ~ FHEREE - 1916b > H 17) > EAJEELUE T
EAREFRACENEE - NN EEEGEE S mE R KA
2 R SRR e AR - M RHIT AT
BEA SR HZB M RIF BT - 5991 FEREE > EfREE TR - H
FETEES R TEC - B LAEEAE - BEEREAEIE
FH#E : “The King may do what he will without hindrance from one whom he
has cruelly wronged.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 261) » HEESTHfE Tif A2 F » AR
HPH - 5 (BR/ANEE - ZHERE > 1910b > H22) - BB VL
FAFTERITES > KIS0 T —H/5E - f58E M T I RERER
B (BN - RS 1916b 0 H 23) - EFHZFTLEILES) > 1]
REE A ENEB R MRS - ARHEEAE A% - AUEFT I
ST - YR PR ] RE 2 BRIV IR A © A ml e Ryt
EEIDER R SRE T - BEIRET - EE RIIEEREPER > 2 it
SEAR T —(E3EA Bkt AR RS DA [FEIHIPE R B R B A
AIrES /B B NEE > FRMEFHEILE S > BEmS LT
W L A - AR AGEE - P EREIR TR EAE T -

(fF%) THEMES ASEERLYER > T (ZNEE) THZ
TRV MR © SCRRAREE AL TR > sl A AR
BEBRZN BT IREE - RO K S P HIREIUE © “There
stood a tall, slim, dark woman, a veil over her face, a mantle drawn round her

chin.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 919) > [LAJHVEESCE T BB B RSEM IR - TR
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BREAME > T EEL B S H AR - (FEE - RERES
191600 B 1) > B > LENRETEL  EH G USRS  “Te
was a dark, handsome, clear-cut face... a face with a curved nose, strong, dark
eyebrows shading hard, glittering eyes, and a straight, thin-lipped mouth set in a
dangerous smile.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 920) » FLEGAYERSC Ry T Z B2 HisEL 2 -
BRCImAL AR - MR DIR R MERE - R VBB L - o (FE
BE o~ REEFRARE > 19162 > H 11) - EEREW B UL LR SCA] LU HRET %
AE > B (EEMRIREZLT QR (dark) - SESCABE R ALE ¢ 1M
B EE B A 7T VB RO ERESCA RSP A H
FHEEN > DA EHNHRAVLE - Eos - HRANINEE - WEX
R A & T B E SRR T R AR R & > EIRFCGRE - IRATREEE
HRFap e Y O P B T — R s Ay e -

(ZWEE) B X AAIH SR 2ol % M ¥ (Charles Augustus
Milverton) Fy—E4FEIRZ A > EFTUIERE N LIRAGEE  HHE
THREMNEREZSE - EEFRE LU RIEREGEEEABRER - 1M
SR Y IX RN R (A HROR - NI E AR - ESORRIBER
OHBFEISE - BT M 2R B E A =BT > 7T
FIAEGRFUAVARE - (BAERECh > DU BB 2

“...and you laughed in my face as you are trying to laugh now, only your
coward heart cannot keep your lips from twitching. Yes, you never
thought to see me here again, but it was that night which taught me
how I could meet you face to face, and alone. Well, Charles Milverton,

what have you to say?” (Doyle, 2003, p. 920)

SHE 1% L EAE > R TR TR E Y o 2 BT ¢ “She had

drawn a little gleaming revolver, and emptied barrel after barrel into Milverton’s

body..” (Doyle, 2003, p. 921) » 2 {4 1 S WISE HATBRER T — T * “The
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woman looked at him intently, and ground her heel into his upturned face.”

(Doyle, 2003, p. 921) = [MEFESCHAHRERFEALLN T

TES O RREEES SFERE T EER MREFC IR
B mAFET o Az A 2 (2FE A aNE S

1916a > B 11)

FER > T RESEERAIES - I BT - Bt ~ MlEm =N
A > ELEF AR B MERIRI - BESETICARBHITE - t
A HIRBEREENE - BRI E GRS AL - (TP RRET
%

s e A TP AR R — (L LMEROREIRAE (BED(E) F - @il
M (Anna) - FESFEFENSFELUATEEIGE - RECEBEEN > RE
ERE RN BIE R ESGBAVIERE P Ak TR F AR - B
BRI - FFOCERRE A IR T

Wanted, a woman of good address, attired like a lady. She has a
remarkably thick nose, with eyes which are set close upon either side
of it. She has a puckered forehead, a peering expression, and probably

rounded shoulders. (Doyle, 2003, pp. 971-972)

HA G- Eibg 2t 2 AR ER vEp kARME Y 0
AR REEARE AT RAEENE FA - B LR ®
Ko ApgaRle (ZFE~2m2F > 1916b° F 56)
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©

WA ZF S AN SERE > O PAIEE TSR > SR e R
I o EPMEHVERIEBEMAR > SECILA R ES) - LHARIEM T
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Z ERTACE A T8 o (B HER R - R R R RS
FHESHHIBN » JESCAYE IR © . but she waved him aside gently, and yet
with an over-mastering dignity which compelled obedience.” (Doyle, 2003, p.
983) - T L AJAVEESC Ry T ABRIRDAH . o B RE S AR ER AL
(2 - REFRESE > 1916b 0 H 66) ; 8 Mkl s —1%
8 R R i 22 A8 — (S B 2R I FHRR VAR ER » (Rl sthdeis » A B2
Flfm AHJAEIIE © ““You must let me speak,” said the woman, in an imperative
voice, and her face contracted as if in pain.” (Doyle, 2003, p. 985) » B 141
HEBE—8F (mbzE TR | BECE  SEEHet -, (F
A REEFAESE > 1916b H 68) )

ASGET - () PRURET A S8 bIREREYEN(F - {H5%
EHW AN BB EHE T AR E - EENLHTELTREVERER
Z— o (FRKE) THIEREE &% T ERAFES LT o PR EST EER
PN BRI R SRR - TS Rt SR s 2R A BMERE 22y 40 - (3
AILAEEHYE » AN R R - BRItbZ St - 2R E B O FFE
ERPBUF ERAEGD T EES R R R LT 22 E
5 o EHINEARA B iR BRI 2 8 - A A58 T B A R EAC R A8
{RER - F W B i B RS - BRI R SRR - S A (A EAETT
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