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Book Review:
Jeong-yeou Chiu’s
Scholarly Communication and
Journal Publishing

Yuan-peng Huang

Abstract

We live in a technology-embedded society. That is, the study of information
society, if there is one, calls for a closer look at the information technology. But
what is the better way to do this? Concerning scholarly communication, which is
one field of information society studies, to think ecologically helps us, like it does in
other places, reach a more comprehensive understanding of the role of information
technology in the process of it. As we already know, a communicating practice
contains, at least, four elements, i.e. sender, content, mode, and receiver. In order to
show the intervention and consequence of technology in this practice, the mode of
communication is highlighted and thereby I examine the issues raised by the book in
review. Foregrounding ecological thinking permanently and drawing on the concept
of modernity, I re-situate these issues carefully in the due context and then identify
the limit of technological utopian perspective which has been traditionally ignored
or taken for granted by researchers in the study of information and technology. It is
a book review as well as an exploration of sociological interpretation of scholarly
communication. Moreover, it is aiming towards an interdisciplinary study on the
subject of library and information science.
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