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A Bibliographical Study on
the Various Versions of
Wen-hsien Tung-K ao

Chao-yu Liu

Abstract

With its rich information on Chinese imperial institutions through the ages, the
Wen-hsien T'ung-k'ao or, General History of Institutions and Critical
Examination of Documents and Studies by Ma Tuan-lin 1254-1323 s gen-
erally regarded as an important resource for the study of the political system of historical
China. It first appeared during Y_an  Dynasty, and since then there had been many
different imprints with more or less textual variations. To date, the most popular version
is that including in the Shih-t'ung or, The date, Ten Encyclopedic Histories of
Institutions , a collective title that was published in 1936 by the Commercial Press of
Shanghai as part of its Wan-you Wen-k'u or, The Complete Library
monographic series. It is, however, replete with typographical errors, and cannot be con-
sidered a fine edition by any standard. While the number of scholars studying the Wen-

hsien T'ung-k'ao has been a lot, no one has come up with a bibliographical treatise sur-
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veying its various versions. In this research, various imprints of the Wen-hsien T'ung-
k'ao from Y an Dynasty to Ch'ing  Dynasty will be traced and analyzed, and their pros
and cons will be reviewed. It is expected that the results will be of value to those who

using the Wen-hsien T'ung-k'ao and studying the work.



