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users accounts
active in
2,445,753| 2,606,310 | 160,557 | +6.56%| 2,638,913 | 32,603 1.3% | +0.33%
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Singapore 17582 18708 1126 +6.4% 21726 3018 | +16.1%| +5.4%
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The Application of blogs In
Library Services:
Based on the Characteristics
and Features of blogs and
Their Current Development

Shu-fen Hung Lin

Abstract

“ Blogging” is a new activity in the World Wide Web. The number of blogs has
increased tremendously in the past few years in other countries such as the United States.
However, blogging is still at an early stage of development in Taiwan.“ blogging” is one
kind of website which is easy to establish and offers a discussion forum for its visitors.
Each posting will be stamped with a date and time. The current postings will be automat-
ically listed at the front, and the older postings will be stored in the archive according to

the blog owner’s settings. Blogging software is compatible with certain software for the
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retrieval of article headings by subject, and for the conversion of the postings in the blog
into RSS (Rich Site Summary) format so that they can be indexed by search engines.
The technology of blogs has been widely implemented by students, commerce and schol-
arly communities in some developed countries. The use of blogs in libraries of those
countries is mostly for broadcasting news or new services. In Taiwan, few libraries have
tried to apply this new technology in library services. To make the education and schol-
arly communities become aware of the possible applications of blogs, this article is com-
posed of the following sections: (1) introduction of the characteristics and history of
blogs, (2) introduction of the terminology about blogs, (3) statistical analysis of the cur-
rent development of blogs in other countries (4) current development of blogs in Taiwan,
(5) implementation of blogs in practice, (6) considerations for establishing blogs for a
library. The article also discusses some issues related to blogging and gives suggestions
about how governmental institutions, academic and educational communities could help
in establishing a good blogging culture for our society. It is believed that if we can utilize

the new technology of blogging, we could upgrade the quality of our library services.



