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On September 13, 2007 the United Nations adopted the Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which includes language rights. Only
four nations initially voted against this declaration, including the
U.S.A. Since then Australia, Canada, New Zealand and now the U.S.A
have reversed their positions. On December 16, 2010, President Barack
Obama declared,

And as you know, in April, we announced that we were reviewing our
position on the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
And today I can announce that the United States is lending its support
to this declaration.

The aspirations it affirms—including the respect for the institutions
and rich cultures of Native peoples--are ones we must always seek to
fulfill. And we' re releasing a more detailed statement about U.S.
support for the declaration and our ongoing work in Indian Country.
But I want to be clear: What matters far more than words--what matters
far more than any resolution or declaration--are actions to match those
words.... That’s the standard I expect my administration to be held
to.

Article 13-1 of the declaration reads "Indigenous peoples have the
right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future generations
their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing
systems and literatures, and to designate and retain their own names
for communities, places and persons" and Article 14-1 reads " Indigenous
peoples have the right to establish and control their educational
systems and institutions providing education in their own languages,
1n a manner appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching and
learning." The United Nations General Assembly declared 2008 as the
International Year of Languages.

The National Geographic Society s Enduring Voices Project noted a few
years ago that by "2100, more than half of the more than 7, 000 languages
spoken on Earth--many of them not yet recorded--may disappear, taking
with them a wealth of knowledge about history, culture, the natural
environment, and the human brain." It identifies language "hot spots"
around the world where Indigenous languages are most rapidly being
lost, two of which are in the North America. The Native American
Languages Act of 1990 makes it U.S. Government policy to promote,
protect, and preserve the Indigenous languages of the U.S.A. This
"Teaching Indigenous Languages" web site is an outgrowth of a series
of  annual conferences started in 1994  at Northern  Arizona



University to help achieve the goals of the Native American Languages
Act. These conferences focus on the linguistic, educational, social,
and political 1issues related to the survival of the endangered
Indigenous languages of the world. SILS 22 was hosted by the Northern
Arapaho Tribe in Riverton, Wyoming on June 4-6, 2015. The 23™ symposium
was held on June 6-7, 2016 in Billings, Montana. To receive conference
updates and related information join the Indigenous-L List.

At the heart of this site are over a hundred full text papers from the
1994 through 2008 Stabilizing Indigenous Languages conferences as well
as the 2000 Learn in Beauty conference and the 1989 Native American
Language Issues Institute published in nine monographs. This site also
has over 60 columns from the magazine of the National Association for
Bilingual Education, articles, and other materials. There is a subject
index, alanguage/tribe index, and links to related sites, including
an American Indian / Indigenous Education site. Please direct comments
or questions about this site to Jon Reyhner at Jon.Reyhner@nau. edu.

NEW LINKS
So That Any Child May Succeed--Indigenous Pathways Toward Justice and
the Promise of Brown Terri McCarty' s 2015 Brown Lecture

Young Navajos Study to Save Their Language Voice of

American, 10/10/15

Language Revival: Securing the Future of Endangered Languages Free
On-line Course from University of Adelaide

Rising Voices Trailer Clips from new film on Lakota language
revitalization

Benefits of Indigenous Language Learning NILI University of Oregon
10/14

Teaching the Whole Child: Language Immersion and Student
Achievement Teresa L. Mccarty, /ndian Country Today, 9/1/14
Language Nest Handbook First Peoples’ Cultural Council, 2014
Indigenous Educators Learn from Hawaiian Language Renewal 1/21/2014

This web site is designed to provide information, including
links to related web sites, on the history and current
thinking about American Indian and Indigenous education. It
includes information on how Indigenous students were taught
English and on bilingual/bicultural education. In addition,
there is material onteaching

reading, math/science, curriculum development, and American
Indian dropouts. Links are also provided to information

on community-controlled schools, learning styles, and Indian



children’ s books. Northern Arizona University hosted its
Seventh American Indian / Indigenous Teacher Education
Conference on June 16-18, 2016. To get updated information
on next year s conference when it becomes available join the
Indigenous-L list serve athttp://listl. ucc. nau. edu/cgi-
bin/wa?SUBED1=1indigenous-1&A=1. This web site is maintained
by Jon Reyhner.

Seventh American Indian / Indigenous Teacher Education

Conferences
June 16-18, 2016.

Some important resources are linked below: (Updated July 16, 2016)

e Native Nations and American Schools: The History of Natives in
the American Education System NIEA 2016

e Rewriting History——for the Better David Constantin, 7eaching
Tolerance, Fall 2015

e Honoring Our Elders: Culturally Appropriate Approaches for
Teaching Indigenous Students 2015

e 2014 Native Youth Report Executive Office of the President

e Education in Indian Country ZEducation Week 12/4/2013

e The State of American Indian Education: Equity
Considerations fFquity Dispatch November, 2013

e Tribal Leaders Speak Out: The State of Indian Education, 2010

e American Indian/Alaska Native Education: An Overview

e Honoring Our Children: Culturally Appropriate Approaches for
Teaching Indigenous Students 2013

e Honoring Our Heritage: Culturally Appropriate Approaches for
Teaching Indigenous Students 2011

e Focus On American Indians/Alaska Natives National Education
Association 2004-2005

e United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Adopted September 13, 2007

e Indigenous Education in a Global Context J. Reyhner, 2009

e American Indian Education Knowledgebase Mid-Continent
Comprehensive Center

e Humility vs. Self Esteem: What Do Indian Students
Need? 2006 /ndian Education Today Article

e Reading, Writing and Finding Sovereignty 2006 /ndian Education
Today Article

e (reating Sacred Places for Children 2006 /ndian Education
Today Article



e C(Connecting Culture to the Classroom For Academic
Achievement National Education Association 2010

e Indian Education Curriculum Minnesota Dept. of Ed. (Scroll Down
Page for the Curriculum Links)

e Joining the Circle: A Practitioner’ s Guide to Responsive
Education for Native Students, 1993, Grant & Gillespie

e Learn in Beauty: Indigenous Education for a New Century 2000

e Teaching & Learning with Native Americans Handbook for non-
Native American adult educators

e Selected Resources on American Indian Education

Research Reviews & Reports:

e Seeking Their Voices: Improving Indigenous Student Learning
Outcomes Nov. 2014

e National Indian Education Study 2011

o Effective Standards-Based Practices for Native American
Students 2003 MCREL

e National Indian Education Study 2009 Reports

e Research on the Effects of Including Native Language and Culture
in the Schools, Jerry Lipka, 2002

e Family, Community, and School Impacts on American Indian and
Alaska Native Students’ Success 2001

Powerpoint Presentations:

e "In School I learn from a to H, but the world is a to z":
promoting educational relevance, equity, and sovereignty through
community-engaged learning Dr. Tiffany Lee’s AIITEC 7 Keynote
Presentation

e The Role of Indigenous Language Revitalization in Strengthening
Indigenous Communities Dr. Jon Reyhner’s AIITEC 7 Breakout
Presentation

e Promoting a Culture of Literacy Dr. Jon Reyhner’s AIITEC 7
Breakout Presentation?2
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