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Organization of Digital Resources
and the New Roleof Library OPAC

Li-ping Chen

Abstract

The library catalog has traditionally been an inventory of a library's collection,
al of which was owned and physically controlled by the library. The advent of digi-
tal resources accessed over the Internet challenges this definition, and forces librari-
ans to rethink the role of OPAC. This article first discusses how traditional library
cataloging has been affected by digital resources, and then examines the limitations
of traditional cataloging tools, including MARC bibliographic standards and
AACR2. Access to the digital resources is generally provided through library web
pages or OPACs, and the single-record or separate-records approach has been evalu-
ated. The creation of MARC 856 field bridges the gap between resources on the
Internet and bibliographic records in library OPACs, and PURL has been used as a

means for URL maintenance. While traditional cataloging tools are becoming obso-
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lescent, libraries are beginning to use metadata to facilitate more sophisticated and
comprehensive searches of information. Possible methods for building future library
OPAC include: (1) one catalog fits all; (2) a parallel system; (3) a gateway, portal, or

union catalog; and (4) transforming catal ogs into knowledge access systems.



