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Defining and Establishing Systems for
Classification and Subject
Categorization

Heng-hsiung Cheng

Abstract

Methodologies for classification and subject categorization are two aspects of
library cataloging and act as important tools for analyzing subjects. While each pos-
sesses its own special characteristics, they complement each other. By pointing out
the contents of a library's collection, these systems provide library patrons with the
documents that they're seeking. This article relates each one's special characteristics
and the defining mechanism and system establishment used by the US Library of
Congress (LC) and the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). This article takes
this a step further by analyzing our domestic status of and problems with the defining
and system establishment for classification and subject headings. | have found that
the LC and the OCL C's methods are worth examining. From now on, we should
strive to achieve complete applicability and make improvements as needed to the
contents of our class headings and subject headings. We also need to establish asim-

pler search process that is user-friendly.
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