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1. Research Motivation and Objective       
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1.1. Research Motivation

1.1.1. To Cultivate Students’ Civic Aesthetics Consciousness
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1.1.2. To Experience Living Aesthetics of Local Community Life

1.2. Research Objectives

2. Literature Reviews

2.1. Civic Aesthetics Consciousness
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2.2. Application of Teaching Method

2.2.1. Built Environment Art Education Teaching Method
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(1) Guinan’s Narrative Teaching Method

(2) Mapping and Building Teaching Methods of McFee & Degge and 
Guilfoil

2.2.2. “Problem-Based Learning” Teaching Strategy
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3. Research Method and Process

3.1. Research Method
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3.2. Research Subjects

3.2.1. Teaching Subjects

3.2.2. Teaching Locus

3.3. Research Procedure

3.3.1. Plan a Feasible Teaching Project
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Figure 1  Development Diagram of Curriculum Concept

3.3.2. Search for Supports from School Team
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and culture related fields assisting this course. They were in charge of: 

leading group discussions, assessing students’ assignments, regularly 

interacting with students on the blog, doing class observation and 

recording, assisting pre- and post-class data collection. 

3.3.3. Practice Action Plan
An action research is a “spiral and circular” model, which com-

prises 4 basic elements: planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. 

After reflecting, it will return to the planning stage (re-planning). The 

relationships among the 4 elements are shown as Figure 2. There were 

4 important modules in this course when it proceeded to the real prob-

lem locus. Through the process of planning, acting, observing, and re-

flecting, the 4 modules proposed a series of feasible solutions to each 

problem locus.  The acting points in the real context are shown as 

Table 1:  

Figure 2  Relationship among elements in the process
Source: adopted from Grundy & Kemmis, 1981:32

Table 1  The acting, observing, reflecting points in the real context of this course
Sites acting/observing 

point
Problem solving 
point

Reflecting point

Hu-Wei International 
Pi-Li Puppetry

1.Investigate the cu-
rrent situation of 
International Pi l i 
Puppetry. 

2.How did Interna-
tional Pili Puppe-
try revive the tradi-
tional industry? 

The successful mo-
del of International 
Pili Puppetry. How 
to apply its success 
to other declining 
industries of Hu-Wei 
Town?

To use the succe-
ssful model of In-
t e r n a t i o n a l  P i l i 
P uppe t r y  t o  t h e 
100-year old stores 
in the Old Street. 



國際藝術教育學刊

68

A Research of Art 
Action Curriculum 

which Applied 
Problem-Based 

Learning Strategy 
for Building 

Civil Aesthetic of 
Universities’ Students

InJAE 5.2 © NTAEC 2007

North Old Street 1 . Inves t iga te  the 
deve lopment  o f 
the three art and 
cultural museums 
located in the North 
Old Street.

2.Investigate their 
future development 
and possibilities for 
reuse.

Refer to domestic 
and foreign cases, 
plan a suitable ima-
g e r y  s p a c e  f o r 
Chung-Shan street 
in Hu-Wei Town. 

Propose improve-
ment projects to the 
three museums for 
the reference of next 
action plan. 

South Old Street 1 . Inves t iga te  the 
deserted space of 
Taiwan Sugar Plant.

2.Interview the staff 
of TSP, consider 
feasible strategies 
to reform TSP in-
dustry.

Think how to use 
“art involvement” 
method to operate 
the deserted space 
of  Ta iwan Sugar 
Plant.

The improvement 
proposal of using 
tourism to rebuild 
TSP industry can 
be  used  fo r  t he 
reference of next 
action plan. 

Central Old Street 1.Interview 100-year 
old stores. 

2.Understand indu-
stry features of the 
100-year old stores 
and suggest street-
building model. 

How to build the Old 
Street? The practical 
method and strat-
egy. 

The 100-year old 
stores on the Old 
Street are waning.  
They can be revived 
by creativity. 

Source: this study

3.3.4. Assessment, Record, and Data Analysis
The data of this study was encoded according to their attributes. 

They were used for qualitative analysis and the basis of improvements 

for future courses. The data were categorized into: 1. TAs’ observations; 

2. students’ discussion records; 3. students’ group assignments.  

3.3.5. Publication
After the course f inished, the students held their f inal 

presentations in the courtyard of the art center of the school, so 

as to let other students have the chance to observe and learn. This 

curriculum design was also sponsored by Ministry of Education 

under the project of the 2007 Excellent General Education Courses. 

The course outline and teaching results would be shared with other 

university teachers in the General Education Courses Meeting of 

Ministry of Education. 
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4. Results and Suggestions

4.1.1. The Action Art Curriculum of “Art Involvement Community” 

Revolutionary Power of University Students.

(1) TAs’ Observations

the real context (Source: TA-1-20070315).

around us (Source: TA-2-20070315).

(2) Students’ Discussion Records
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Table 2  Student group assignments — SWOT analysis of Old Street

Table 3  Student group assignments — resource analysis for rebuilding Old Street

(3) Students’ Group Assignments

painter in Hu-Wei area. .... Currently, he runs a traditional gallery (Figure 

 (Source: 
SW-B-20070423)
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Figure 3  A view from the gallery of Mr. Cheng (Source: SW-B-20070423)

Today, the 100-year old store which we interviewed was the signet store 

seals with puppetry patterns to match the theme of the puppetry museum 
(Figure 4).  In one hand, this can show off the feature of the store, on the 

 (Source: SW-C-20070423)

Figure 4  Stamp with the puppetry pattern (Source: SW-C-20070423)
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4.1.2. “Problem-based Learning” Teaching Strategy Could Induce 
Diversified Discussions of Students on How Art Changes the 
Forms of the Community. 

(1) TAs’ Observations

Street.  Every group used methods, such as interviews and surveys, and 

 (Source: TA-2-20070416). 
The issue for this week was the renovation of the deserted space of 
Taiwan Sugar Plant’s Japanese style dormitories.  All groups presented 
their concepts very well, they proposed their reconstructive methods, 

invite resident artists; others considered these Japanese style dormitories 

landscaping,

(2) Students’ Discussion Records

Group A: we think the concrete strategy is to “push down the walls, 
reconstruct Taiwan Sugar Plant’s deserted trains”, and the essential 

residents and the history of Taiwan Sugar Plant; C. reuse Taiwan Sugar 
Plant’s deserted trains, reconstruct the story of sugar industry (Source: 
SD-A-20070521). 
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Group : we think the concrete strategy is to “pave a sleeper path all the 

leisure function of walking; B. enhance the narrative function of the story; 
 (SourceSD-C-20070521)

(3) Students’ Group Assignments

Figure 5  The photos before and after the restoration of the Baroch Building (Source: 

SW-B-20070528)
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Figure 6  Street Sign designed on the imagery of puppetry (Source: SW-C-20070528)

Figure 7  Simulative blueprint of the life park in North Old Street (Source: 

SW-D-20070528)
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4.2. Solutions and Future Efforts to Teaching Problems

4.2.1. The Curriculum Design could Cultivate Active Participant for Social 
and Cultural Caring

4.2.2. The Course Content Comprises both Formal and Informal Learning 
Attributes
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course meant to use “art” as the window, “local culture” as the bridge, 

“living environment” as the material, so learners can propose possible 

approaches to improve the current situation of living art environment. 

And the value of the course implies both the formal learning and the 

informal learning. 

4.2.3. The “Problem-Based Learning” Teaching Strategy could be Widely 
Applied to Art Teaching
This study applied the “problem-based learning” teaching 

strategy to general education course in art field. This was a brand new 

challenge both for the instructor and the learners. The learners were 

allocated in the problem context, while the instructor had to look for 

the locus and understand problem locus. Therefore, during the practice 

process, the most difficult part was to investigate and understand the 

locus.  However, in a course full of challenges and creativity, which 

was completely different from the systematic teaching style, both the 

instructor and learners had to put in quite a lot of efforts. From this 

course, the researcher had a strong feeling that the “problem-based 

learning” teaching strategy could be widely applied to art teaching, and 

to make art learning more valuable and more influential. 

Notation: this curriculum design was funded in the first semester by the 

“2007 Excellent General Education Courses” program.
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