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Taiwanese Language Textbooks Used During the
Early Period of Japanese Rule:

An Historical Analysis

Thara Daisaku

Taiwanese language textbooks used during the early period of Japanese rule in Taiwan
were often rigid and inflexible in their framework and contents. This paper aims at
clarifying the origins of this situation by regarding textbook compilation as a translation
process, and analyzing textbooks from the perspectives of literary history and usage.
It also looks at how Japanese society, which began to modernize in the 19th century,
dealt with Taiwan’s different culture and language. When Japan started ruling Taiwan,
there were no resources available for Taiwanese language teaching. As a result, the
Japanese who needed to learn the Taiwanese language were left with no choice but to
start compiling Taiwanese textbooks, using Beijing Mandarin textbooks as a prototype.
However, the editing of Beijing Mandarin textbooks in the Meiji Era had been
influenced by the traditional Nanjing Mandarin textbooks, and Taiwanese language
textbooks had tended to adopt the formats of Nanjing Mandarin textbooks and the
contents of Beijing Mandarin textbooks. Few of the early Taiwanese textbooks were
immune from these traditional influences. Taiwanese textbooks were being compiled
in this way during the early period of Japanese rule, and so Taiwanese phrase books
wete being edited based on the contents of Beijing Mandarin textbooks and did not

necessarily represent everyday Taiwanese language or Taiwan’s society at the time.
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