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The Influence of Patronage on the Development
and Dissemination of English Translations of
Taiwan’s Literature

Chu-ching Hsu

This study analyzes the ways in which translations of texts are manipulated by
influential patrons. Using the framework of Lefevere’s theoretical concept of patronage
as a control factor in translated literature and the idea of translation as rewriting, this
paper explores the influence of patronage on the history and development of the
translation of Taiwan’s literature into English. More specifically, it seeks to show how
certain professionals and patrons have manipulated the practice of translating Taiwan’s
literature. The paper traces the historical development of the practice of translating
Taiwan’s literary works from the 1950’s onward, to illuminate how the English
renditions of this literature are used by certain authoritative figures who, acting in effect
as patrons, have introduced Taiwan to the world. More generally, based on Lefevere’s
theory, it looks at the role of patronage and its influence on the development of this
particular translation practice. The findings of the study confirm that the patron indeed
plays an important role in translation activities. They also enrich Lefevere’s theory of
patronage in the system of translated literature inasmuch as some patrons as well as
professionals also serve to rewrite the original Taiwan’s literature through their English
renditions, which are consequently used to introduce and promote Taiwan to the
world, for example by featuring its unique social culture, geographical surroundings,
historical background and political transformations. Through the performance of such
patronizing translations, Taiwan is introduced to the world through its literature, giving

it greater international visibility.
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It was not until the hosting of the Third Asia Writers” Confetence in Taipei in 1970 that
this hope gathered momentum, spurred on by the feeling of having achieved some success in
introducing the literary achievements that have occurred in the Republic of China within the
last twenty years or so. All the more it was realized how little the western would knew about
what was going on, is still going on, here in Taiwan. That there is a constant sprouting up of
new talents whose wotks should be introduced to the outside wotld. Even if some of these
works may not become masterpieces of world literature, at least they have their importance in
opening up a door to a better understanding of the life and thoughts of the people here in the
Republic of China.

With this aim in mind, our Chinese P.E.N. Center has finally surmounted the various
difficulties. We have collected some financial support and together with members who willingly
contribute of their time and energies, we come out with this first issue of our long hoped for
quarterly.

It is our hope that in the issues to come, we can present to our counterparts all over the
world, a picture of what is being produced here by our present generation of writers. We
hope to introduce some of the achievements in the various aspects of the literary field: essays,
fiction, poetry, criticism.

Today the East and West must meet. May this quarterly be a bridge towards such a meeting.
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