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Literature, Translation, and the Critics:
On Prémare’s Translation of Le Petit Or-

phelin de la Maison de Tchao

Hsin-hsin Tu

Le petit orphelin de la Maison de Tchao was the first translation of Chinese Yuan
drama to appear in the West. The number of European rewritings that followed
this first translation proved its popularity, a reflection of the chinoiserie prevail-
ing in 18th-century Europe. While Prémare’s translation of Le petit orphelin de
la Maison de Tthao is a cross-cultural undertaking that brings the West and East
together in a given context, other rewritings based on his work are meant to ap-
propriate the image of China. Of these, Voltaire’s L'Orphelin de la Chine has en-
joyed the strongest literary fame, which has contributed to directing the atten-
tion of Chinese scholars to the rewritings of e petit orphelin de la Maison de Tehao
in BEurope. In stark contrast, Prémare’s original translation is seldom given fair
credit due to the fact that it removes all the singing parts. For many this means
that his work lacks “completeness” and thus fails to preserve the aesthetic of
Chinese Yuan drama.

This article argues that Prémare’s Le pesit orphelin de la Maison de Tchao is the
source” text for all subsequent rewritings and proposes a thorough examination
of as to make a more objective judgment of Prémare’s translation. To do so, it
is necessary to revisit the temporal-spatial background in which the work was
produced. In this context, Antoine Berman’s view of translation criticism as
well as his emphasis on ethical translation are applied in order to better under-
stand both the significance of Le petit orphelin de la Maison de Tchao and Prémare’
s attitude toward Chinese literature as well as Chinese culture as a whole, and to
justify Prémare’s approach to his translation.
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studies, Tthao-Chi-Con-Ell, on Le petit orphelin de la Maison de Tchao
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I’Homme ne songe point a faire du mal au Tigre, mais le Tigre ne pense
b
qu’a faire du mal a "Homme. Si on ne se contente a temps, on s’en repent.

Je suis Tou ngan cou, premier Ministre de la Guerre dans le Royaume de Tsin.
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Il me semble que les maux de tous les homes sont rensermez dans mon coeur.
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gi\ °
Je perdrai tous les enfans du Royaume de Tsin, I"Orphelin mourra, & n’aura

oint de sépulture, quand il seroit d’or & de peirreries, il n’éviteroit pas le
p p > 9

trenchant de mon épée.
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.., C’est avec joye que je mets mon fils a la place de 'Orphelin, c’est de mon

cote une espéce de justice, mais c’est une perte que celle du généreux Kong

Sun.
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Kong Lun
(I chante.)
Qui m’a si cruellement battu? O Tching yng, que tai-je fait?

Suis-je donc ton ennemi, pour me traitter de la forte?
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Han Koue
(il chante)
O Tching yng! Si tu n’a pas le courage d’exposer ta vie, qui t’oblige de sauver
IOrphelin malgré toi? Apprens qu’un fidéle Sujet ne craint point de mourir,

& que qui craint la mort, n’est pas un Sujet fidéle.
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