fEHE
Bk F—H (2009 3 A) 2752

A H w3 2 B e RS
4o

4 I & %f Mona Baker (1998) BT{ELEIE Y A = A ?’i ﬁ:ﬁ’ﬁj g
(universal features) [IIFfI[“2H 41 (simplification) 3% /742 » F14% -
TS % 0 B P (RS [RLRLET r“gf—“’l‘f&gﬁﬁzj (optional
shifts ) ~ f&lpL racwjj[fké%‘ﬂJ (obligatory shifts ) = £l 7% » SHEFPURTE 17

O (%‘@Wﬁrl'f?z‘é‘fﬂ“'*ﬁﬂa%'% s ) F E‘JL"IEI‘J%H BRI
RIS 3 T o Rl - FIopbe— RS EER R R F e
Lo F M R B L J?‘H@:?F s PP A PR S~
A [T g AR5 | H’F’quﬁlﬁf"?*FE?H*U%*%TF}E‘J%&FJ?”[I_ °

DF,H;J Pradi B o = R R (R R P (D B R R O R - 3

SRR o MIBEPURER T T RSP L BRI TR EL
g Eh J ﬁ‘i AR 2 IR T ISBE RS o U RISk,

on' SEEE o EUPI R E I AT IR R PR o B T =
ng/—»f\;;&} (;;F[%EIFITI SRS HJ T B UFVRLE V;ﬁ PR
IR o - ﬂw@fﬂfﬁirﬂmfva PRI P w0 T
FIEE - r:ﬁ AU A - r?*g@pé}%?ﬁ@zJ . V@;’%ﬁ&"ﬁ%ﬂ ~TYRES #[

T TR T REE SRR

ﬁM

M4« LR AMLRE AR

[&fF : 2008 F 4 F] 30 [I 3 [Zd> 12008 F 6 5] 30 I 5 0 1 2008 &F 10 5] 2 !

WA BB FE KL E BN H AR 0 E-mail: hrlin@mail.sju.edu.tw ©




Compilation and Translation Review
Vol. 2, No. 1 (March 2009), 27-52

Simplification in Japanese-Chinese
Translation

Huey-ru Lin

The study sets out to investigate the phenomenon of simplification in
translation, one of the three universal features in translated texts, brought forth
by Mona Baker (1998). First, through observation of several translations, the
study discusses whether the cause of simplification is “optional shifts” or
obligatory shifts.” Second, four texts translated by quasi-translators (students
of the fourth semester students at the Graduate Institute of Translation and
Interpretation Studies) are categorized and analyzed according to features
of simplification. At the same time, one text translated by a senior translator
will be used as a benchmark. By examining the features and structure of
simplification, the study attempts to discover the cause and to explain the
process of simplification in a linear way from the source language to the target
language.

Analysis of the texts shows that the three types of simplification appear in
the order of deleting, weakening, and shortening. To delete means to “get rid
of the redundant”; to weaken means to emphasize only the focal point of a
message; to shorten means to “modify”, such as the avoidance of synonyms
and the use of set phrases. Among the three types of simplification, the deletion
of messages has the highest proportion, accounting for 60%. Judging from the
distribution of simplifying techniques, when translators choose whether or not
to simplify messages, they take the reader’s acceptance into consideration. From
the source language to the target language, the causes of simplification may

 « EEINN 13

include “shared background knowledge”, “overlapped meaning”, “adjustment

LEIT] EEIT3

of the force of a message”, “change of perspective”, “characteristics of source
language”, “accommodating target language”, and “rhetoric of target language.”

Keywords: type of simplification, cause of simplification, linear description
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