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A Comparison of Four Assessment Tools
for Translation Tests

Tzu-yun Lai

This study compares four assessments used in translation tests: a scale-based
method proposed by Liu Minhua et al in “A Study on the Establishment of
National Assessment Criteria of Translator and Interpreters, Phase 11”7 (2005),
the error-analysis-based method applied by most schools and institutions,
and two modified assessments based on Liu’s method. In the present study,
twelve graders were invited to re-grade 30 papers in Liu’s experiment by the
other three methods. The result of the English-Chinese group showed that the
two modified scale methods both reached a high correlation with the error-
analysis method while Liu’s scales only reached a medium correlation. The
inter-rater correlation of the 6/4 scale (6 grades for “Accuracy” and 4 grades
for “Expression”) was the highest among all the methods used in the research.
The correlation between the 6/4 scale and error-analysis method was also the
highest. It showed the 6/4 scale method was a reliable and valid assessment
tool. In the Chinese-English group, however, the results of the four methods
wete similar, although the inter-rater correlation of the 6/4 scale was still the
highest among the four.
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scales, error-analysis
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ST L | PLE R
[ Pt 1-2-3-4-5-6| 1-2-3-4
As consumers have increasingly turned to television and the
Internet for news, the circulation of paid newspapers has
ol declined—by 2 to 4% annually for more than a decade in
most developed markets.
02 The trend is set to continue, particularly as growing broad-

band penetration encourages the wider use of online media.

In addition, free commuter tabloids, available in many big

03 |European and US cities, have lured away some paying custom-

ers.
04 As a result, the revenues and profits of traditional newspapers
are under intense pressure.
Newspapers have fought back with free subscription trials
05 and other promotions, with advertising platforms such as

new or expanded feature sections, and with better home and

newsstand distribution.

But struggling publishers often seek the quickest method
06 |[to cut costs and increase circulation without harming ad

revenues.

Many see their salvation in changing formats: they believe that

switching to a more compact one, such as the tabloid format,

07 e . . .
may lift circulation by attracting disaffected newspaper
readers, particularly teens and women.

08 Higher circulation, in turn, stimulates demand for advertising,

so newspapers can raise their ad rates.

09 |But changing the format of a newspaper carries big risks.

Despite the potential for a quick uptick in circulation, churn
10 |among one profitable category of readers—subscribers—may

rise because of their reluctance to accept the change.

11 And most newspapers see an initial drop-off in advertising

revenues when they make the change.

12 These problems, as well as resistance by employees, can derail

the process.
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