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A Study of Selection of Science and Technology
Textbooks Used in Elementary Schools
in Greater Taipei Area

Ming-Yang Hsu  Hsiu-Wen Chen

This study is aimed at understanding the current situation and influencing
factors of the open-up for science and technology textbooks selected in the
Greater Taipei Area decades after the implementation of textbook reform poli-
cies. It analyzes differences in considerations of science teachers with difference
individual backgrounds. This study is based on a survey entitled “Research
Questionnaire for the Selection for Science and Technology Textbooks Used in
the Greater Taipei Area”, 399 of which were effective, and selected science
teachers in Greater Taipei Area and employs descriptive statistics, t test, and
one-way ANOVA to analyze the data. The main conclusion drawn from the
findings of inductive analysis included: (1) Most schools, in accordance with
regulations, established textbook selection committees tesponsible for selection
methods and announced procedures and versions selected. (2) Teachers enjoyed
professional autonomy as they carried out their responsibility of appraising sci-
ence and technology textbooks for elementary schools in the Taipei area. (3)
Almost two-thirds of elementary schools in the Taipei area have appraisal
mechanisms for textbooks. (4) Science teachers who appraise and select text-
books focus primarily on content. (5) Teachers with non-science backgrounds
focused more on properties of publication than their counterparts with science
backgrounds.
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