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A Critique of Teacher Professional
Development Evaluation Program
for Senior High School
Teachers in Taiwan

Hsin Jen Chen*

Abstract

Using the literature analysis and documentary analysis method, the study
is a critical analysis of the Teacher Professional Development Evaluation
Program (TPDEP) implemented in senior high schools (including
vocational high schools) in Taiwan. There were 371 senior high schools
participating in the TPDEP in 2012, which was connected to the project
of Senior High School Quality Enhancement. It is found in the study that,
with the implementation of TPDEP, the spirit of teacher professionalism
for senior high teachers has been trasnsformed from classical
professionalism to flexible professionalism. The emergence of neo-
professionalism has legitimized the intensification of teachers' workload,
which, however, has not brought substantial benefits to the teachers. Last
but not least, the over emphasis of TPDEP on the accountability may have
undermined the spirit of voluntary participation of the teachers in their
professional development.
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