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Disaster Prevention
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4 Chapter

In a comprehensive analysis of domestic education of disaster prevention, :
we can concludeissues in thefollowing aspects: policy, administrative authority, :
courses and materials, teacher qualification, social education, integration of :

resources, and psycho-rehabilitation:

Policy Integration

Judging from experiences overseas, the focus of disaster prevention is on
systematic planning and concrete actions in practice. Therefore, many
countries made policies of encouraging research on disaster prevention,
establishing and collaborating basic units to tackle disasters. Next will be
setting up communication channels with government commanding institutions,
encouraging private investment in the establishment of prevention systems, and
leading to international cooperation. All the above are covered by definite
schemes. However, such systematic planning is exactly what is missing in
Taiwan. Due to lack of systematic planning, education of disaster prevention is
within individual junior or elementary schools. There is no interaction among
schools, not to mention the connection with public education. As a result,
whenever disaster comes there is no effective and overall countermeasure. The
lack of international cooperation in information and resources makes domestic
education confined in regional level, and hinder the update of knowledge as
well as developmentpace. Thisis what policy makers shall ponder.
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prevention and disaster knowledge. There is little involvementin the attitudes,

4 Chapter

9 Administrative Authority

Authorities of education of disaster prevention include different
departments and agencies in central and local government, all of which shall
implement and enforce according to the law. If education of disaster prevention
is split into professional education and public education, there are clear and
complete ordinances for the professionals. The latter, due to the budget, is
mainly on the propaganda of achievements. The budget actually goes for
education is comparatively much less. As for universities, there are many web

: pages related to disasters; however, the emphases are on scientific research

rather than education. Except for coursesdelivered in professional departments
and institutes, only about 2% ofuniversities deliver general knowledge courses
in the field of disaster prevention, and the curriculum is limited to a single type
of disaster only. Few involve various types of disasters. Junior and elementary
schools are required by the authority to prepare plans for education and
prevention, but few will put into maneuver and promotion.

Obligatory courses deliveredin high/junior/elementary schools are what

domestic education actually put into effect. But contents focus on disaster

skills, and psychological and human care aspects, and there is no periodical

exercise and maneuver. There is little involvement in man-made disasters,

either.
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4 Chapter

Teacher Qualification

o e

: Even though disaster prevention currently relies highly on schools as

propagation channels, there is no integral planning in teacher qualification.
Although relevant organizations and the public sector will produce booklets and
videotapes of disaster prevention, they are not designed from an overall point of
view. As a result, such scattered resources become subordinate roles in
education and eventually become waste without functions and efficacy. In
addition, in theoverall planning, disaster prevention is onlya unit ofsome other
courses, and teachers usually do not have enough time to prepare specifically,
which makes domesticeducation of disasterprevention a formality.

.
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Social Education
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Objects of domesticeducation of disasterprevention are studentsof all levels. :
Ordinary people, teachers, executives, and medium workers, etc. seldom receive
such education. Infact, it isdifficult for adults to find opportunities and channels
to learn and to seek assistance from existing social resources in order to
overcome the impact as well as the psycho trauma on them when they go through
disasters. Furthermore, as media diversify, the speed of communication becomes
higher. Media have also become major channels for modern people to acquire
knowledge; however, the fast circulation of information does not guarantee the
accuracy. False information and conceptcan also be transmitted in high speed. :
: In addition, media may sometimes exaggerate disasters, which may not
necessarily arouse people's alertness, on the contrary, too much information will
[paralyzel]the audience. And then, the confidence people have in government
usually lead toa wrong understanding of the situation. For example, whenpeople
see embankment being elevated they may reckon that since government has
constructed more safety measures there, that will become a more secured site.
But on theother hand, thisreveals the potentialdanger hidden there. :
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4 Chapter

Integration of Resources

............................................................................................................................

: Under the condition that educational resources are limited, how to make
better use of existing resources will be an important way out for the predicament
of domestic education of disaster prevention. In fact, each of the many
government agencies and specialized groups posses prevention resources of
some sort, but each acts by itself and does not establish lateral contact. Once
disaster hits, people do not know which agency they should appeal to. Complex
professional knowledge as architecture structure and environment analysis,
which involves education of disaster prevention shall seek for assistance and
support from professional engineer groups.
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Psycho-rehabilitation

..........................................................................................................................
.....

: Current education of disaster prevention has laid particular stress on :
prevention before and countermeasures during disasters. As for reconstruction
after disasters, especially psycho-recuperation and rehabilitation, is seldom
elaborated, which veil the importance of psycho-rehabilitation. However,
foreign studies already show that impact from such unseen trauma may be even
more serious than that of physical injuries. Therefore, negligence of psycho
trauma will eventuallybecome secret worry of catastrophes. :
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