
32

W
h

ite P
ap

er o
n E

d
u

catio
n

o
f D

isaster P
reven

tio
n

  
Current Situation

Chapter 3



33

 

  
   

 

 

 



34

3Chapter

W
h

ite P
ap

er o
n E

d
u

catio
n

o
f D

isaster P
reven

tio
n

 

 

  
   

1 Profile of Overseas E.O.D.P.
 

  

 

 

  

 

  
   

 
Natural disaster bothers every country in the world, the prevention 

and cure scheme is very different in accordance with different countries.  

Therefore, we will take those most advanced countries as reference first.

In the U.S., they have been promoting the education of disaster prevention for years 

and mostly are held as regional activities.  But those divided organizations cooperate with 

each other in order to give out messages with consistency and avoid negative effects, 

which may result in cognitive confusion.  Overall, the focal points of the U.S. public 

education of disaster prevention are: disaster consciousness, community blending, pre-

event readiness, technology give-out, institutions and emergency related divisions 

providing help in designing scheme.  As for the education of disaster prevention for 

students at schools shall be based on each school, which functions an education unit. The 

planning shall be assisted by government agencies, and academic research as well as other 

related emergency organizations.  As information got from related reports, "pre-event 

preparation" and "emergency measures” are advocated by all states.  The education of 

disaster prevention training is loaded on the shoulders of administration staff and teachers.  

In addition, there are university departments and institutes for emergency administration 

focused on man-made and natural disasters, which encourages training and cultivating 

professional disaster prevention staff.

As for education of disaster prevention in schools, Japan 

and the U.S. are similar in placing "Preparedness" and 

"Reactions" as the most important objects.  Japan 

Education White Paper, published in the year of 2000,  in 

the section of "Disaster prevention substantial scheme", 

they put the following as their essential focal points: assure 

students life and body safety, assure education research in 

practicing, educational facility and related equipment are 

in protection, disaster prevention related science study, and 

promote victim rescue related activities.
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In order to relate to the policy announced by the 

U.N., England has gone on an educational reform 

and put  d isas ter prevent ion in to  thei r new 

curriculum criteria.  In the criteria, they not only put 

emphasis on the physical aspects of natural disaster, 

bu t  a l so  put emphas is  on  "human" aspec t .   

Australian government with the help from the U.N. 

has developed policy to assist school on education 

of disaster prevention.  Their aim is to blend disaster 

effect with disaster prevention information in 

school curriculum.  Finally, they hope that with the 

help of school education system, communities will 

have better disaster prevention awareness and 

education.

All the members in the IDNDR (International 

Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction) have 

the same goals to achieve the followings: assist 

identification of disaster, implement disaster 

prevention scheme, and build up regional and 

disaster alarm system.  In educational aspect, 

they advocate "Disaster prevention culture in 

school".  They hope that through the help of 

school education, people will learn more about 

natural disasters, preparedness and reactions.
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In order to implement natural and man-made disaster prevention and 

reactions, disaster prevention should combine with education.  In the process of 

promotion, first we need to get people's consensus on the education of disaster 

prevention, then the commitment and determination from school administrative 

staff and laboratory responsible person are also important.  Therefore, 

education and research divisions need to come up with a school curriculum, 

which has put in the knowledge of disaster prevention.  With the professional 

teacher training courses, seeded teachers are spread in schools to implement and 

promote education of disaster prevention.  In comparison with those advanced 

countries and our country, the needs for improvement in education of disaster 

prevention are as follows:

1 Unawareness of Disasters, Frail Sense of 
Crisis for Compatriots

Analysis those natural and man-made 

disasters in our country, it is not difficult to 

find that people in general are a lack of 

disaster awareness, or they overlook those 

potential risk factors existing in their 

environment.  Moreover, owing to lacking 

practice of the disaster prevention concepts 

and reactions, whenever there are disasters, 

there are tragedies.  The only way to solve 

this situation is to reinforce the concept of 

d i sas t e r  p reven t ion ,  and p rac t i ce  in  

everyday life.  Above all,  learn from 

experience and not to let tragedies repeat 

again.
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The implementation of disaster prevention policy need to have a systematic 

curricular plan or the effect of promotion disaster prevention education will be 

deeply affected.  In our country, there is only very few course about industry 

safety in some science and engineering departments not to mention those 

departments which do not belong to this field.  That no wonder we have 

encounter difficulty to promote disaster prevention in colleges.

3 Lack of Teachers with Professional Background

2 Few Systematic Courses for Disaster Prevention

As for promoting education of disaster prevention in schools, we need to have 

professional teachers first.  However, there is no such an organization which 

responsible for training professional teachers in this field.  Most of these 

courses in school are performed by school teachers, but different teachers have 

very different viewpoint concerning this subject.  In addition, some teachers 

may lack enthusiasm to promote, therefore, our education of disaster prevention 

in schools are not very fruitful.

4 Few Systematic Data Control and Specific Web site

Frequent disasters have been reported recently, and there are more related 

information about disaster prevention in press, such as, newspaper, internet, 

books and magazines.  Owing to the fact that we do not have data base 

management system so those information has not been organized and people can 

only look for a single kind of disaster at one time.  Moreover, there is no 

organized internet page so it is difficult to give people the first hand information, 

not to mention a complete disaster network.  In the future, set up data base 

management system and an exclusive internet page will meet the most urgent 

needs.
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