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“Migrating” or “Left Behind” : The
Dilemma of Rural Children in
Mainland China

You Lu Shen* Xiao Hua Zheng**

Abstract

Both the migrant children and left-behind children belong to disadvantaged
groups. The study is based a questionnaire survey on over 2,500 migrant
and non-migrant children, left-behind and non-left-behind children from
Xixiangtang distrct Nanning city. The migrant children, who usually do
not possess legal household documents, are often rejected by the urban
public schools. There are also problem of their safety in commuting
between school and home, and the problem of noon-care and night-
care. On the other hand, the left-behind children are often lack of family
care, which easily leads to some misbehavior. Both the migrant children
and left-behind children demonstrate resistance against education and
discipline and poor mental adaptation. They are also vulnerable all kinds
of infringement. And this leads to the worsening of their disadvantaged
status. So the government, the schools, the families, the society should
cooperate together to ensure that no child is ignored. It would take great
efforts to help the migrant children and the left-behind children grow and
learn healthily in their respective environments.
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