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Paradigm Shift in German Higher
Education after the Bologna
Agreement
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Abstract

This article explores the German traditional higher education system and
the impacts of the Bologna Agreement on it. By means of an analysis
of the publications of German government, research studies and books
related to the theme, and the materials retrieved from websites. The
author elaborates the concept of the traditional German university, first,
and discusses its change after the Bologna Agreement, then. This article
also illustrates the status of implementation of the European credit system
and the study modules. As results, the author finds that the reformed
German universities become more efficient with a drastic reduction of
the dropout rate, and more integrated with a less division among colleges
and universities. However, German higher education has to pay a dear
price of losing the 200 years of absolute academic freedom, and the long
cultivation of great personality. University becomes virtually a kind of
vocational training institution.
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