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The Legal Repercussions of Fraudulent
Billing Practices by University Faculty
Members in Taiwan

Chi Ming Yu* Yuan Chuan Chang**

Abstract

Much of the research conducted by university faculty members in Taiwan
is funded by government bodies. Yet, recent investigations have uncovered
quite a few instances of researchers involved in fraudulent billing
practices, and quite a shock was created when over ten of them had charges
filed against them. This paper analyzes the relevant laws, judicial verdicts,
and scholarly discussions to clarify the legal repercussions encountered
by college faculty members accused of fraudulent billing practices. After
addressing the question of whether or not college faculty members can
be regarded as civil servants and their legal relationship with the research
projects they conduct, this paper makes a detailed examination of the legal
repercussions in those cases. Finally, it is argued that faculty members
should not all be considered “authorized civil servants” subject to the Anti-
corruption Act simply because they are affiliated with national universities.
Rather, the judgment should be made based on the individual cases before
considering imposing the adequate civil, and/or criminal sanctions, and
even dismissal from their positions.
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