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[ Abstract )

For many years, at least in the United States, academic libraries have been major
players in cooperative cataloging. Because of how limited their resources are, public
libraries have not been able to actively participate in and take advantage of such
collaborative initiatives. As a result, many public libraries have had no choice but to
work in isolation from the larger cataloging community. This model of apparent self-
sufficiency has become outdated and unsustainable in today’ s global environment.
Public libraries should work together to establish an effective cooperative model
that can make full use of the benefits of collaboration. The Program for Cooperative
Cataloging (PCC) , featured in this article, is one highly successful initiative whose
experience public libraries in Taiwan can take advantage of in order to build an effective

cooperative framework that promises to bring many benefits.
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