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The Secondary School Admission
System in UK — The Implications
for the National Twelve-Year
Basic Education System
In Taiwan

San San Shen*

Abstract

This paper studies the system of secondary school admission in the
United Kingdom based on official documents and relevant research
papers. The first part of the paper provides a brief overview of secondary
school admission system in UK, including the laws and regulations, the
categories of schools, the application procedure, the screening criteria
and the special consideration for disadvantaged children. The second part
of the paper examines the related issues in terms of equal opportunity,
special care for the disadvantaged, and procedural justice. Finally the
paper discusses Taiwan's secondary school admission system, particularly
on the changes expected in the National Twelve-Year Basic Education
System. In conclusion, the paper draws attention to the tensions between
two forces in UK education since the 1960s; one is the reorganization of
secondary schoolsto diminish the differences, to promote social integration
and improve the care for the disadvantaged students, the other is to satisfy
parental choice of their ideal schools in a quasi-market mechanism, which
may lead to social segregation.
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