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School-Based Teacher Professional
Development in Malaysia Chinese
Independent Secondary Schools

Cheng Yoke Wong*

Abstract

Malaysia Independent Chinese Secondary Schools (MICSS), which
consists of 60 Independent Secondary Schools, is a community-run and
non-profit secondary school system. Teachers who teach in MICSS have
various academic backgrounds; some of them even lack pre-service
training. In view of the special background and context of MICSS, some of
the schools resort to school-based teacher professional development to deal
with the challenges of enhancing teachers’ quality. Hence, by reviewing
the practices of the school-based teacher professional development in three
independent schools, i.e. KL Chung Hwa Independent School, Confucian
Private Secondary School, and Tsun Jin High School, the thesis intends
to introduce their initial experiences and to argue that quite a number of
problems and challenges are still anticipated.

Keywords: Malaysia Chinese independent secondary school, school-based
teacher professional development, KL Chung Hwa Independent
School, Confucian Private Secondary School, Tsun Jin High
School.
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