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The Policy and Actual Execution of the
Southeast Asian Language Courses
at Elementary Schools in Taiwan

Yu Ching Yeh* Sophia Ming Lee Wen**

Abstract

In accordance with the policy of “Educational Reform Program for
Children from Cross-National Marriage Families” of the Ministry of
Education (2009), thirty-nine primary schools with more than 600
primary school pupils have attended the maternal language courses in
the academic year of 2010 ~ 2011. Based on the annual reports from
the 31 primary schools, and on interviews of teachers, this paper studies
the effectiveness and the difficulties of this program. My findings are
as follows: (1) more than 80% of the maternal language courses are
conducted during weekdays, of which over 90% are Vietnamese courses.
(2) A high motivation and better performance among participant children,
and an increasing involvement of immigrant parents as language teachers
are registered. (3) The main difficulties are : a lack of capable language
teachers and teaching materials, a not-yet full conviction of the benefit of
the language courses from parents.From these findings, | suggest that: (1)
A training program for language teachers should be provided. (2) A course
on cultural understanding should be considered due to its importance in
an international era. Maternal language can be best learned by means of
cultural activities.

Keywords: maternal language courses, Vietnamese courses, children of
cross-national marriage families, maternal language policy
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