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An Analysis of the Transformation of
Higher Education Policies in Sweden

Fang Yin Chen*

Abstract

The welfare state is the mainstream in European countries after World
War I. The changes brought about by this ideology affect many policies,
including those of the development of higher education. In the 1980s, as a
result of the neo-rightism and the economic globalization, most countries
had to adopt a series of policieswhich adjust the welfare state and social
security system, and Sweden, known by its comprehensive social care
system, cannot avoid the impact. The purpose of this study is to analyze
the development and changes of the Swedish higher education policies by
virtue of literature analysis. Higher education used to be one welfare item
of the welfare state. It has turned into a major tool to improve national
economic situation and solve the unemployment problems. In addition, the
nation keeps playing an important role in guiding the policy development
of higher education in this process.
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