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Zhuangzi’s Philosophy as an
Inspiration for Aesthetics and
Artistic Education

Katia Lenehan*

Abstract

To make sense of the complex relationship between beauty and art, and to
help illustrate how Zhuangzi’s thoughts on beauty and art can be related
to current aesthetic and artistic education, this paper first explains all
technical terms involved; it then reviews the contribution of previous
researches on this subject, and finally probes into the core of Zhuangzi’s
thoughts on beauty and art. Through synthesis and analysis of the material
mentioned above, this paper argues that the key concept of “Great Beauty”
in Zhuangzi is absent in current artistic and aesthetic education. The paper
suggests several concrete teaching methods of study, with which one may
study Zhuangzi.
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