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Cater for People and Serve the Society:
A Policy Analysis of the Development of
Technical and Vocational Education in
the Mainland China

Xiao Feng Zhang*

Abstract

Technical and vocational education (TVE) plays an important role in
economic and social development. From the perspective of policy, this
paper analyzed the development of TVE in the mainland China, which
could be divided into the following four periods: foundation and reversal
during 1949-1978, rapid growth during 1979-1996, progress and regress
in half and half during 1997-2001, and revival since 2002. It found that
a sustainable TVE system should be able to cater for people and serve
the society. Within the TVE system, the secondary TVE should be linked
up to the higher TVE. Bedsides, the TVE should be connected with the
other parts of the whole education system. To establish demonstrative
VTE schools or colleges is an effective way to improve the overall quality
of TVE. The Government should highly value and actively support the
development of TVE.
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