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The Interconnection Between Occupational and
Educational Classification: Establishing Relational

Descriptors for College Programs
Wang, Sy-Feng Liu, Chao-Ming

Abstract

Career involves people and their environment. Individuals exist and go through different
systems, such as high school, university and the workplace. If career information is not well
integrated through the different systems, individuals will have more difficulties in their career
choices and transition. A classification system is the infrastructure of information connection
and integration. Many career data and surveys are available in Taiwan. However, the in-
formation system lacks a basic framework, and therefore the data lacks interconnection and
integration. This research sought to: (1)revise the classification of program fields in
theTaiwan College Entrance Examination Center (CEEC), and based on program fields,
up-connect it with 18 educational -classifications used by high school guidance,
down-connect it to standard field classifications delineated by the Ministry of Education, and
cross-connect it to the United State’s Classification of Instructional Program (CIP); and
(2)establish interconnection between programs delineated in the CEEC and O*NET-SOC, an
occupational coding system. The research design comprised a two-stage quantitative and
qualitative design. Discriminant analysis and the correlation analysis showed that the revised
CEEC classification system and interconnection among between program groups and oc-
cupations achieved validity. The relational network among the program groups manifested a
circular structure. The median number of occupations per program group was 9. In addition
to the 530 data corresponding to the CIP occupation, 673 corresponding data between ac-
ademic programs and occupation were added. Last, the research results were summarized
and represented by using program relational descriptors, and applications for these de-
scriptors were discussed.

Keywords: career, educational classification, employment, interconnection between edu-
cational program and occupation, occupational classification
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