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Schools Establishment and Education
Promotion in Taiwan by Chen
Yonghua during Cheng regime

Chen Lung Wu*

Abstract

Chen Yonghua is considered one of the most important characters in
Cheng regime of Taiwan (1661-1681). This study aims to examine how
Chen established schools and civil service examination system in order
to promote Confucian education, and also comments on the results of
the process based on historical documents. Adapting the ancient temple-
school system and the educational system of Ming Dynasty, Chen’s
policy measures include: the establishment of the imperial college, the
institutionalization of civil service examination and appointment system,
etc. Backed up by the power of the government, Confucian education and
culture were promoted and expanded in Taiwan. What Chen had done in
this period nourished the tradition to study hard for achievement in the
civil exam, even after the Qing imperial court took over. The Confucius
Temple established by Chen in Tainan was renovated, rebuilt, and annexed
again and again at the original site through the years of the following
regimes that governed Taiwan. It has played important roles of social
education in promoting Confucianism as well as in disseminating the Han
culture.
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