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The Introduction and Experiment
of “Education as life” in Taiwan
after World War Il : The Curriculum
of Taiwan Provincial Taipei Cheng
Kung High School as a Model

Yu Ching Cheng*

Abstract

After World War 11, the number of elementary school students dramatically
increased, with insufficient capacity in junior high school. This has caused
many problems, like keen competition for admission, cram schooling and
misconnection between curriculum and real life, etc. In addition to the
projects to extend the compulsory education and design new curriculum,
the Ministry of Education entrusted the Taiwan Provincial Taipei Cheng
Kung High School then with an experiment plan of life-centered education
in 1953. It was hoped that the plan would develop measures to deal with
the defects found in education, like over-emphasis on academic grades and
entrance examination preparation, and implanting fragmentary knowledge.
This plan continued for 11 years. It was a landmark of curriculum reform,
and also laid the foundation for another project at Wu-Fu Junior High in
Kaohsiung later. It provided very important information for education
reform and junior high school curriculum revision. The purpose of this
article is to investigate the ideas, purposes, and actual measures adopted in
the plan so as to serve as reference in future educational reform endeavors.
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High School, new education, curriculum reform
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