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Tomb of Mother of Mencius

THE MOTHER OF MENCIUS COMMEMORATED

Mencius mother is famous amongst the mothers of China. On the way from Chufy, the
birthplace of Contuei to Tsouhsien, where M mother finaily settied down,.is the
village of Fuis'un, Sheildrake Village. When Mencius was 3 child. he used to play with his
little friends amongst the tombs outside the village. ‘Their amusement was to play at burying
dead people. His mother moved away from this bad influence to Mizohuyingts'un. Here
there was 3 mart and ail Mencius hezrd was about buying and selling. His mother then
reraoved once more, this time to the South Gate of Tsouhsien, where there was 2 school.
Muncius used to play near the school and he amused himself by pretending to teach the
other little boys. Later his mother sent him to the school, where he had as his teacher a
grindson of Confucius. In this way he inherited the hi of C fus once d
from the Sage himself. The mother's troubles were not yer over, for Mencius was sometitnes
rather lazy and played truant from school. When this happened one day, his mother showed
hita the cloth she was weaving, She took a paic of scissors and siashed the cloth to pieces.
Asked to explain, she remarked: **Stashing this cloth is like your playing truant from school.
Yeu don't get the ching done I After this lesson, the boy paid more attention to his lessons,
There is atill to be seen a site named “The ‘Hall of Breaking the Shuttle” In his mother’s
birthplace, Futs'un, is the tomb of this noble mother. The tomb lies undes ancient cypresses
and nearby is 2 Mother of Mencius Shrine. This was put up in later times o her memory.
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Her last removal was to Tsouhsiea’s South Gate.
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THE TEMPLE OF MENCIUS AT TSOUHSIEN, SHANTUNG

Mencius (372—289 B. C.) was the most famous of the successors of
Contucius. Legend reports that his mother removed: three. times in order to
encouraye her son 10 study. Tsouhsien is said to have been the third place
where his mother settled down. By the South Gate of this town there is 2
Temple of Mencius. While Confucius is known as the “Most Sacred™ his
follower, Mencius, is styled the ""Second Most Sacred.” So his temple is
known as the “Second Sacred Tempie.” The Temple of Mencius also had
three removais. The first temple was at his birthplace in Ssuchishan. The
next temple was south-cast of the city, The third temple is the present
one, which was built in 1121 A.D. during the Sung dynasty. The site
occupies about ten acres and the construction work is similar two that of the
Temple of Confucius at Chufu, The layout is much the same, too, with
seven halls supported by marble piilacs. The carving, however, is not equai
to that of the Temple of Confucius. Most striking are the few hundred
cypress trees and groups of stone tablets. The trees are said to be at least
over five hundred years old, dsting back to the Ming dynasty, aithough
some claim to be descended from Sung, several hundred years earlier. The
oldest tabler dates from the First Emperor in 219 B.C. Since that time,
tablets dating from each succeeding dynasty are to be seen there. Mencius
was very forthright in his opinions: “The people are most important, the
country comes next, and least important is the ruler.” Therefore most
Chinese emperors were shy of his teaching, but could not deny him honours.
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