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An Analysis of the Micropolitics in the
Curriculum Development of School Features
in an Elementary School

Hsin Jen Chen’ Chia Ju

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze, from the micro-political perspective, the
exercise of power and tactics conducted by the principal (including administrators),
teachers, and parents in an elementary school in terms of developing school features
related to curriculum development focusing on soccer. The study adopts the case-
study approach through interviews and participant observation as data collection
methods. The research findings illustrate that the principal at the research site strongly
dominate the introduction of curriculum development with school features, selecting
soccer as the curriculum development of school features. In spite of some teachers
and parents supporting the establishment of “soccer class”, most core members of
school-based teacher association and many parents criticize such institution of “soccer
class”. This research suggests the school should develop school features based on
school-based curriculum planning, though marketing strategies, and continually
internal communication. Additionally, this research suggests the principal encourage
teachers to actively participate in featured curriculum development planning in terms
of concerning teachers’ interests and evolutional change. Furthermore, this research
suggests the teachers participate in decision- making, alter inappropriate political
behavior and strengthen the function of school-based teachers’ association. Finally,
this research suggests the school enlarge the spheres of parent participation, employ
parents to encourage other parents involved in participation, and build up multiple
communication channels between the school and parents.
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