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The Reform of Curriculum of Reading in
Japanese Primary and Secondary Education

Ming Huang Lin"

Abstract

Relying on literatures and documents, this paper investigates the process of curriculum
reform of reading in Japanese primary and secondary education. It consists of (a)
a presentation of the process of curriculum reform and of the promotion of reading
education; (b) a description of the change of reading abilities of students; (c) a
suggestion for curriculum reform of reading education in Taiwan. It is reported that the
more lenient education adopted in 2000 has reduced student’s reading ability. To enforce
Japanese authorities have declared reading abilities as national strategy and introduced
a new approach, by combining reading education in family, school and community; (d)
Aware of the importance of the Japanese reform, this paper suggests that we should learn
from Japan’s effort and reform our reading education system, making it as a national
strategy. More and deep research of national reading abilities, improvement of reading
abilities in all domains, and development of reading education curriculum should be

taken into consideration.
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