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Remarks on the Balanced Development of
Compulsory Education in Mainland China

You Lu Shen”  Xin Yi Qiao**

Abstract

The Educational Reform and Development Planning Guideline (2010-2020) published in
2010 describes the goals and paths of the educational development and reform in China
in the upcoming ten years. The guideline has a whole chapter discussing the importance
of balanced development of compulsory education, which certainly meets the demand
of educators in general. However, some details mentioned in it may require careful re-
consideration. For example, it says the balanced development of compulsory education shall
firstly be achieved within the scope of single counties, and later in larger administrative
areas. If we take no account of the economic development gap between different counties
within a province, the educational development gap may be worsened. The statement made
in the guideline may give the impression that the provincial and central governments are
unwilling to fund the balanced development of compulsory education. Because the balanced
development of compulsory education is a fundamental right of modern citizens, it is
necessary to identify its subject (who), objectives (what), and implementation and evaluation
procedures (how). This article attempts to completely understand the above issues through
document analysis It is believed that by merely focusing on the micro level of the students
and families and schools, and ignoring the macro level of county government and provincial

government, balanced development of education cannot be realized.
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